


















































I. Population Element

Map 1.3: 2008 Planning Area Density Comparison

Map 1.4: 2020 Planning Area Density Comparison
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I. Population Element

Current population projections for Rock Hill and the Urban Services Area (USA) indicate continued
strong population growth at about 2 percent annually (See Table 1.8). It is expected that by the year
2020, the current Urban Services Area will be home to over 100,000 residents. Significant portions of
the current USA may be within the City limits by that time.

Table 1.8:  Rock Hill Population Trends & Projections

Year Rock Hill Corporate Limits Rock Hill USA
1990 41,643 51,558
2000 50,581 63,500
2005 59,467 73,000
2010 67,100 82,500
2015 75,292 92,005
2020 82,810 101,442

Source: City of Rock Hill
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I. Population Element

NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Population is an important element of the Vision 2020 Comprehensive Plan. The population within
the Rock Hill 2020 Planning Area will continue to grow over the next 10-20 years. Examining current
population characteristics and trends can help us determine growth needs and appropriate policies to
meet those needs.

Population Needs

Projecting the number of future residents in Rock Hill is necessary in order to assess future land,
public service, and infrastructure needs. The 2020 population projections indicate increased growth
within the area, including a total of 82,810 residents within the current City limits, 101,442 within the
existing Urban Services Area, and 116,347 within the entire 2020 Planning Area. Rock Hill will need
to continually forecast and revise population projections as Census, development, or planning data
becomes available.

The first step in evaluating the needs of the City’s population and capacity to serve that population will
be maintaining, sharing, and disseminating accurate, current data. City departments and partner
agencies must standardize demographic, housing, and socio-economic data used for reporting and
policy development. Standardized data will increase the ease of information sharing and verification
of current conditions within the Rock Hill 2020 Planning Area. It will also make population
characteristic projections easier and more readily available to agencies which require them.

In order to serve all sub-populations in the Rock Hill 2020 Planning Area, the City must also keep
track of demographic shifts in the overall population. Specific demographic characteristics to be
monitored should include age, sex, race, disability status, income level, and others as appropriate.
Monitoring geographical and magnitude shifts in these sub-populations will ensure that the City is
prepared to address the needs of the entire population as it grows and changes over time.

With increases and demographic shifts in the City population The issue of growth management

come demands for expansion of public services. Previous (balancing growth with resource
sprawl-oriented growth patterns increase the expense and RG] (Bl e el e

. s - . . services) is reiterated in the
practlc_;al d|ff|culty of prowdmg services to reS|dents, Community Facilities, Housing,
especially with respect to staffing and service levels for fire, Natural Resources, Land Use, and
police, and emergency services. Priority Investment Elements.

The endorsement of the Corridor East Growth Strategy by Rock Hill City Council in 2006 marked a
decision by City leaders to grow in a more sustainable fashion to better meet the needs of residents.
This strategy directs more compact growth to areas in the eastern part of the Urban Services Area
and lands adjacent to the existing city limits, thereby taking advantage of existing transportation
facilities and utility services.

Rock Hill must decide through its annexation, development, and growth management policies, what
type of community the City will be. Past growth patterns have lent themselves toward a more sprawl
oriented, less sustainable land use form which can be a barrier to establishing a City-wide identity
and sense of place. Sustainability through quality construction, quality design standards, and
comprehensive land use planning will be essential to meeting the needs of these future residents and
maintaining the quality of life that attracts residents to Rock Hill.

By following the 2020 Priority Policy Directions identified in the Vision 2020 Plan Summary,
Rock Hill can better address current and future population needs. These include:

Focus on Redevelopment and Infill

Achieve Sustainability

Plan for Dave Lyle Corridor East

Enhance Mobility and Connectivity

Promote Redevelopment and Infill Development Along Key Corridors
Create Livable Places

Leverage Resources through Partnerships and Coordination

YVVVVYVYY
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I. Population Element

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Rock Hill 2020 Planning Area has experienced significant growth over the last ten years and is
expected to steadily grow and continue to diversify into the foreseeable future. As the area’s
population changes there will be greater demand for various services which must be tailored to meet
their evolving needs.

The purpose of this section is to identify the necessary steps to maintain accurate population figures
and estimations and use this information to better understand and manage growth to foster a healthy,
productive community. Each strategy identified below designates a responsible agency or
department and a suggested timeframe for completion. Short-term tasks are anticipated to be
completed within 1 to 5 years; and long-term, between 5 and 10 years. Ongoing strategies do not
have a defined timeline for completion and should be carried out on an ongoing basis over the short
and long-term.

DATA ACCURACY & INFORMATION DISSEMINATION

GOAL 1-1:

Maintain Accurate Current Population and Demographic Data

Objective 1-1A: Comprehensively collect and disseminate population and demographic data

Implementation Strategies Agencies Timeframe for
Responsible Completion

Update population and demographic data monthly Planning & Ongoing
and annually, as data becomes available Development

Review and revise this Element to include 2010 Planning & Long-term
United States Census demographic data Development

Disseminate annual growth and development data Planning & Ongoing
through the City’s Annual Growth Report Development

Utilize the City’s website to disseminate annual Planning & Ongoing
growth and development data Development

Objective 1-1B: Share population and demographic data with federal, state, regional, and

local agencies

Implementation Strategies Agencies Timeframe for

Responsible Completion

Continue data-sharing partnerships with York Planning & Ongoing

County, Catawba Council of Governments, and Development

neighboring municipalities

Seek data-sharing partnership with Rock Hill Planning & Short-term

Schools Development

Provide socio-economic data to the Metrolina Planning & Ongoing

Regional Model custodian annually Development

Coordinate with the South Carolina Budget & Planning & Ongoing

Control Board, Office of Research and Statistics, Development

and United States Census Bureau on the collection

and analysis of demographic information annually
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SUSTAINABLE GROWTH

GOAL 1-2:

Promote Sustainability for Current and Future Populations

Objective 1-2A: Seek to accommodate both the public service and employment needs of the
City’s diverse population as it continues to grow and change

Implementation Strategies Agencies Timeframe for
Responsible Completion
1. Incorporate annual population and demographic City Departments Ongoing
estimates when developing and implementing
policies which directly affect residents
2. Monitor trends in Rock Hill's customer City Departments Ongoing
demographics in order to tailor City services to meet
customer needs
3. Regularly consult available population and Economic & Urban Ongoing
demographic data when developing economic Development
development policies and initiatives
Objective 1-2B: Seek to ensure that planning initiatives meet the needs of residents at the
neighborhood level
Implementation Strategies Agencies Timeframe for
Responsible Completion
1. Identify and prepare focal point plans for distressed City Departments Long-term
neighborhoods
2. Target infrastructure improvements, affordable City Departments Long-term
housing opportunities, or transportation services in
priority investment areas
GOAL 1-3: Implement Growth Management Tools that Reflect the Best Interests of Current
and Future Residents
Objective 1-3A: Effectively manage annexation
Implementation Strategies Agencies Timeframe for
Responsible Completion
1. Coordinate with York County on proposed and Planning & Ongoing
future annexation efforts regarding land uses, Development
zoning, and utility service provision
2. Advocate for changes to State annexation laws in City Departments Short-term
order to promote greater efficiency in municipal
services
3. Annually assess annexation agreements and maps City Departments Ongoing
to encourage annexation of enclaves and other
areas adjacent to the City limits

1-24
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Objective 1-3B: Promote a more efficient use of land and economic resources

consistency with growth management practices

Development

Implementation Strategies Agencies Timeframe for
Responsible Completion
1. Target compact, mixed-use development and Planning & Ongoing
redevelopment in strategic locations Development
2. Support the fiscal sustainability recommendations City Departments Long-term
within the Land Use and Priority Investment
Elements
3. Support housing choices for a diverse population Housing & Ongoing
Neighborhood
Services; Planning &
Development
4. Periodically review the Zoning Ordinance for Planning & Ongoing
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