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Building Thermal Envelope Air Leakage Verification
With the adoption of the 2009 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC), licensed residential home
builders who can provide documentation that they have attended a state approved training class, may
under section 402.4.2.2 provide certification that they as the home builder of record conducted a visual
inspection certifying that the structure’s building envelope has been sealed in accordance with section
402.4 and table 402.4.2 of the IECC.
The certificate of compliance completed by the home builder of record is a legal document and will
become part of the project records. Copies of project records are subject to the Freedom of Information
Act and may be obtained by any entity formally making a request in writing. Falsifying documentation to
the City of Rock Hill is punishable by law, and will result in all wall, ceiling coverings and insulation being
removed to facilitate an inspection by a third party agency licensed to conduct building thermal
envelope air leakage inspections. Engaging such agencies and payment of services by the third party
inspection agencies shall be the responsibility of the home builder of record.
Homebuilders that are not certified and have not attended a state approved training class are required
to hire a third party agency to inspect the home to ensure it meets the energy code requirements. The
third party agency is required to be certified.

Areas required to be sealed:












All joints, seams, and penetrations
Site‐built windows, doors and skylights
Openings between window and door assemblies and their respective jambs and framing
Utility penetrations
Dropped ceilings or chases adjacent to the thermal envelope
Knee walls
Walls and ceilings separating a garage from conditioned spaces
Behind tubs and showers on exterior walls
Common walls between dwelling units
Attic access openings (attic door blankets shall be the equivalent of R‐30)
Rim joist junction

