CITY OF ROCK HILL PARKS, RECREATION & TOURISM
FISCAL YEAR 2022 ANNUAL REPORT

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
“Empowering The Vision”

Fiscal Year 2022
Simply the Facts:

• The City of Rock Hill’s population
is 74,102 residents. (census.gov)

• The PRT service area population

I remember saying, “just get us to
2021…it has to be better than 2020!”
Well, we not only made it to 2021, but
the City of Rock Hill also persevered
through a global pandemic and grew
stronger. We realized just how
resilient we are.

(Rock Hill Schools) is 119,794.

• Over 2.1 million individuals utilized PRT facilities or events in
Fiscal Year 2022 as represented
below:

PRT “Directions”:

• Maintenance and Infrastructure

According to the late innovative former
Mayor Betty Jo Rhea, one of her
proudest accomplishments as mayor
were the revitalization and
diversification of the city's economy
under a long-term strategic plan called
"Empowering the Vision.” It was her
vision of what sports tourism could
become. Tourism in Rock Hill is
steadily climbing back and is as strong
as ever, as evident from our event
economic impact reports. During this
time of such uncertainty, we
established ourselves as a national
sports destination leader for holding
events and doing it safely. The event
economic impact data we have
collected is based on an industry
standard calculator that measures the
economic value of an event. This
calculator is a model that has been
uniquely developed for our area and is
available through our partnership with
Visit York County.
Rock Hill Parks, Recreation & Tourism is
not only known for its dedication to
sports tourism. Recreation is an
essential and fulfilling division of the
department.

Needs of Existing Facilities

• Provision of Open Space through
Partnerships

• Major Sporting Venues and Regional Park Facilities

• Connectivity for Bicyclists and
Pedestrians
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In 1999, The Miracle League was
formed because “Every child deserves
a chance to play baseball”. The
Miracle League of Rock Hill was formed
in 2021 and aims to provide
opportunities for children and adults
with disabilities to play Miracle League
baseball, regardless of their abilities, to
promote community support and
sponsorship of Miracle Leagues, as well
as the construction of special facilities
that meet the unique needs of Miracle
League players and their families.
Even more, than providing
opportunities for individuals with
disabilities, the Miracle League brings
together children, families, and
community members of all abilities for
recreation. Miracle League “buddies”
are volunteers that assist the players
during games. The buddy program is
beneficial for both the volunteers and
the players as it helps to break down
biases, foster friendships, and
encourage understanding among
children of all abilities.

Life-Long Learning is another program
that has taken on a life of its own!
Known for its diverse community of
adults, age 50+ who share knowledge
through unique classroom opportunities
and local excursions. Each semester
volunteer facilitators share a range of
engaging topics, experiences, and skills
related to personal growth and
enrichment. Since 2021, we have grown
from 241 total registrants to 565, which
equates to a 43% increase in
participation.

July 1, 2021-June 30, 2022

Our Parks Division has been consistently
ensuring that our citizens have spaces to
exercise, play, and do other activities to
improve their quality of life. We have
partnered with the community to bring
Victory Gardens at Emmett Scott to life.
John Taylor, Director
This community garden allows citizens
to become involved in sustainable
Certified Parks and Recreation
growing practices, provides healthy food
Professional by the National
Recreation and Park Association
options, and allows a green space for
community members to engage with
others. Another project the Rock Hill
Competition Lives Here.
Parks Foundation assisted was
The USA BMX Carolina Nationals
improvements to Glencairn Garden’s
returned to the Rock Hill BMX
Shade and Water Garden, which
Supercross Track March 18-20, 2022.
included two swing benches, replaced
This was the City of Rock Hill’s eighth
the aggregate concrete, planted
year hosting this event, which included
additional ground cover, and a new
Friday races where amateur riders in
open class can qualify for the 2022 UCI
tree.
BMX World Championship held this

The future continues to look bright for
summer in Nantes, France. Pro men
and women battled it out on all three
the City of Rock Hill. There is much on
days as they competed for
the horizon for tourism in Rock Hill, for
international UCI points that go
instance, The City of Rock Hill and adidas
towards individual and Nation rankings
3SSB (3 Stripes Select Basketball), an
to qualify for the 2024 Summer
exclusive grassroots basketball platform,
Olympic Games in Paris, France.
have agreed to a multi-year partnership
Nearly 2,000 riders along with their
to host the adidas "3SSB
supporters attended, with many
Championships” at the prestigious Rock
traveling from outside the US. It has
Hill Sports and Event Center in July. The
been estimated to have produced over
adidas 3SSB live-period event series
7,600 room nights and had a direct
gives the top 15U, 16U, and 17U adidas
economic impact of $3.4M.
sponsored teams, a chance to compete
against top talent. This year’s
tournament will kick off the partnership
and bring together the Rock Hill
community, elite players, college
coaches, and national media.
I believe our great, late Mayor believed
the citizens of Rock Hill could come
together and be resilient. I empower
our staff to continue to embody the joys
of togetherness and community
involvement, and I wish the same for
you and your family. The City of Rock
Hill has a lot to look forward to in the
near future and I cannot wait to see
what else “the vision” continues to
bring.

-John Taylor

For more PRT information:
Web: CityofRockHill.com/prt
Facebook: @RockHillPRT
Instagram: @RockHillPRT
Twitter: @RockHillSCCity
Alone, we can do so little;
together we can do so much.
– Helen Keller
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CELEBRATING ACCOMPLISHMENTS

FINANCIAL REPORT

At the recent annual conference of the South Carolina Recreation and
Parks Association (SCRPA), the Rock Hill Parks, Recreation and Tourism
Department was recognized with the 2021 Parks Excellence Award for
the Rock Hill Sports and Event Center.

2021/2022 General Fund Budget
Personnel Expenditures...................................................$ 7,247,581
Operating Services………..…………...…………………………...…..$ 6,205,814

• This award pertains to a new, renovated or revitalized park/facility
and is given in two categories: Population Over 30,000, which Rock
Hill received, and Population of 30,000 and Under.

Capital Outlay………………………………………...……………..…….$ 125,000
Sub-Total

$13,578,395

Grants, Tax-based Financial Contributions & Private Donations
▪ SC Accommodations Tax
for PRT Marketing & Promotions
▪ Local Option Hospitality Tax
for Tourism-related projects and personnel
▪ Rock Hill Parks Foundation Grant

$

• Applications are judged on several factors including:
•
Facility’s impact on the community
•
How it meets the agency’s mission statement and/or goals
•
Public involvement and partnerships

163,875

$ 4,726,990

for Emmett Scott | Victory Garden
▪ Rock Hill Parks Foundation Grant

for Glencairn Garden | Shade & Water Garden
▪ SCPRT Recreational Trails Grant (2020)
for Catawba River Trail Phase IV
▪ SCPRT Undiscovered SC grant
for BMX Supercross and Pump Track Renovations
▪ Community Development Block Grants
for therapeutic and youth programs (FY22)
▪ Visit York County Partnership

$

25,000

$

25,000

$

100,000

$

191,275

$

15,000

$

300,000

$

586,737

In August 2021, the United States Tennis Association (USTA) announced
that the Rock Hill Tennis Center was one of 25 winners of the USTA’s
Outstanding Facility Awards, which recognizes excellence in the
construction and/or renovation of tennis
facilities throughout the country.
Tedi Doncheva was presented as the USTA
South Carolina Tennis Professional of the Year
for her significant contribution to the game of
tennis through promotion of USTA Tennis
Programs and her support of the USTA Mission.
Tedi has been an outstanding Head Pro at the
Rock Hill Tennis Center for 14 years and has
played an instrumental role in the growth and
success of the tennis facility.

for Sports Tourism
▪ York County Recreation Assistance
for Programs & Facilities

__________
Sub-Total

$ 6,133,877

TOTAL BUDGET

$19,712,272

Southeast Festivals & Events Association’s 2022 Event Professional of
the Year was presented in April 2022 to Martin Lane for his work with
ChristmasVille. Martin is a Project Specialist with Rock Hill Parks,
Recreation & Tourism and is the staff liaison
for the annual festival. This award
recognition includes event professionals
from the states of: Alabama, Arkansas,
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana,
Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia.

Grants Awarded in FY2022 but funding not yet obtained:
▪ Community Development Block Grants
for Carroll Park
▪ Community Development Block Grants
for Cedar Crest | Tot Lot
▪ Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership (ORLP)
for Armory Park | Redevelopment
▪ Rock Hill Parks Foundation Grant

$

80,000

$

75,000

$ 1,106,497
$

for Manchester Meadows | Field 2 Wall

20,000

TOTAL AWARDED:

$ 1,281,497

FY2022 Event Economic Impact
July 1, 2021—June 30, 2022
Total Attendance
Room Nights Sold
Direct Economic Impact

MAKING CONNECTIONS

__________

393,986
165,630
$73,442,125

All figures are estimates and subject to change as more data becomes available.
Source: Destinations International Economic Impact Calculator via Visit York County

Preferred Hotel Program
A 2% Destination Marketing fee, which is
collected by participating hotels, assists in
the marketing and promotion of Rock Hill
and York County as a premier destination.

Preferred Hotels in Rock Hill:
Best Western
• Cambria Hotel University Center
• Clarion Pointe
• Comfort Inn & Suites
• Comfort Suites
• Courtyard by Marriott
• Fairfield Inn & Suites
• Hampton Inn
• Hilton Garden Inn
• Holiday Inn Express & Suites
• Home2 Suites by Hilton
• LaQuinta Inn & Suites
• Staybridge Suites
• TownePlace Suites by Marriott
• Tru by Hilton
• Wingate by Wyndham
•

Program is managed through partnership with Visit York County.

Community Involvement
Parks, Recreation and Tourism staff served in key
roles with major boards and associations including:
• Area Eleven Special Olympics
•

ChristmasVille

•

Clemson University School of Parks, Recreation
and Tourism Management

•

Clinton ConNEXTion

•

Come-See-Me Festival

•

Leadership York County Planning Committee

•

Old Town Association

•

Rock Hill Sports Commission

•

SC Recreation and Park Association

•

SC Sports Alliance

•

SC Tourism Expenditure Review Committee
(TERC)

•

Southeast Festivals & Event Association

•

The Works! High School Career Exploration
Program

•

Visit York County

•

York County Agri-Tourism Committee

•

York County Recreation Coalition

July 1, 2021-June 30, 2022

Page 3

Rock Hill Parks, Recreation & Tourism
Volunteer Award Recipients

ENGAGING OUR RESIDENTS

The Julia Post Activities Award recognizes dedication to the
preservation of the social and cultural well-being of the community.
Julie Dickson received the award for 2020, and Rick Wilkes received
the award for 2021.

The City of Rock Hill recently thanked the hundreds of volunteers who
assisted the Parks, Recreation and Tourism (PRT) Department in 2020 and
2021. During those years combined, volunteers gave 23,958 hours of
volunteer service to PRT. Without these volunteers sharing their time and
talents, PRT could not provide a high level of programming and services to
the community.

The G.C. Ray Athletic Award recognizes dedication to the
promotion and teaching of athletics. Lawrence “Snoop” Brown
received the award for 2020, and Page Wofford received the award
for 2021.

Guest speaker, Al Reid, spoke about how his volunteer service impacted
his own life as well as the life of our community. He also shared the
importance of instilling in our youth the importance of volunteering. The
awards were announced by members of PRT commissions and presented
by Mayor John Gettys and members of City Council.

The Hiram Hutchison Therapeutic Award recognizes dedication to
providing recreation services to the special population of the Rock
Hill area. The Barr family received the award for 2020, and Susan
Gillam received the award for 2021.
The Betty Jo Rhea Tourism Award recognizes assistance to the
community in promoting and conducting tourism opportunities in
the Rock Hill area. Phenom Hoops received the award for 2020,
and USA Volleyball Palmetto Association received the award for
2021.
The David Boone Advisory Award recognizes dedication to
providing volunteer services to PRT advisory committees. Merritt
King received the award posthumously for 2020, and Bev Carroll
received the award for 2021.
The Mayor’s Volunteer Award recognizes individuals for their
overall long-term contribution to the PRT department. Betty Jo
Rhea received the award posthumously for 2020, and Jimmy
“Moose” Wallace received the award for 2021.

Photo Left to Right: Councilman Jim Reno, Councilman Perry Sutton, David Pierce (for Page
Wofford), Jimmy “Moose” Wallace, Rick Wilkes, Jimmy Peyden (USA Volleyball Palmetto Region),
Rick Lewis (Phenom Hoops), Bev Carroll, Lawrence "Snoop" Brown, Susan Gillam, Kelly King, Julie
Dickson, PRT Director John Taylor, Mayor John Gettys, Councilman Derrick Lindsay.

Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, “What are you doing for others?”
– Martin Luther King, Jr

ADVISORY COMMISSION ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Parks, Recreation and Tourism Department staff serves as liaisons to commissions appointed by City Council.
Public Parks and Recreation Commission
Purpose: To create policies for and assist in the administration of
coordinated recreation service for the City of Rock Hill.
• Supported Carroll Park neighborhood grants and partnerships resulting in park
improvements including new playground equipment and a new picnic shelter

• Actively worked on solutions regarding lifeguard shortages and outdated pool
facilities

• Served in a leading role with York County Recreation Coalition to address
county-wide recreation needs and funding sources

• Supported the partnership with Visit York County to improve event recruitment
efficiency, share operation and hospitality duties, and provide parity in economic
impact reporting

• Assisted advisory committees by serving as liaisons to support communication
and action to help meet established goals

Accommodations Tax/Tourism Commission
Purpose: To make recommendations to the City Council on the expenditures
of revenue generated from the Accommodations Tax as required by SC Code
of Laws Title 6, Chapter 4, Allocation of Accommodation Tax Revenues.

• Recommended distribution of $457,973 in grant funding to 19 agencies for
tourism-related projects

• Participated in preliminary meetings with all grant applicants to discuss the
application and grant funding process

Commission for Children and Youth
Purpose: To enhance and promote the positive development of all
children and youth through comprehensive collaborative actions by
utilizing all of the community’s resources, public and private agencies,
businesses, church and civic organizations to promote the health,
safety, education and social well-being of all children and youth.
• Promoted Rock Hill Youth Council and Youth Service League Programs
• Assisted in providing a #1 Question Mental Health Summit for over 100
attendees, which provided awareness and explanation of mental health
needs of the Rock Hill community

Mayor’s Committee for People with Disabilities
Purpose: To promote public awareness and understanding of the
capabilities of persons with disabling conditions.
• Shared and promoted the SC Vocational Rehabilitation Department's
Journalism Contest with guidance counselors at area high schools and
other community organizations; the contest winner receives a 4 year
scholarship to a South Carolina public college or university

• Will assist with the City of Rock Hill ADA Transition Plan team by helping
city staff members prioritize accessibility projects throughout the city.
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SERVING OUR COMMUNITY
Rock Hill Parks, Recreation & Tourism provides opportunities to bring the community together.

GROWING ROCK HILL
Rock Hill Parks, Recreation & Tourism creates community through people, parks and programs.

Sponsorship Opportunities
Sponsorship of community amenities is a win-win opportunity for both the City of Rock Hill and sponsors.
Individuals, families or businesses interested in sponsoring programs, facilities or events are encouraged to
contact the Rock Hill Parks Foundation Corporate Relations & Sponsorship Coordinator Becky Adams at
803-326-3787.

City of Rock Hill—Parks, Recreation & Tourism
City Hall Office, Suite 390
155 Johnston Street
P.O. Box 11706
Rock Hill, SC 29731-1706
Phone: 803-329-5620
E-mail: john.taylor@cityofrockhill.com

Web: CityofRockHill.com/prt
Facebook: @RockHillPRT
Instagram: @RockHillPRT
Twitter: @RockHillSCCity

Established in 2004, the Foundation is a nonprofit, charitable
fund whose purpose is to enhance our community's quality of
life above and beyond the Parks, Recreation & Tourism
Department's normal operating budget.

Piedmont Medical Center is a Presenting Sponsor at the
Rock Hill Sports and Event Center.
Digital signage recognizes local business sponsorships and
provides valuable information to visitors at the facility.

