
Council Chambers 
Special Session 

Monday, April 26, 2021 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  
Upon a motion by Councilmember Sutton, which was duly seconded and 

unanimously approved, the Council went into Executive Session to discuss nine 
matters not on tonight’s agenda.  The items were to receive legal advice 
concerning an elections law issue, will receive attorney client privileged legal 
advice involving potential agreements to extend City services and utilities for 
properties near University Center, I-77, Oakland Avenue, White Street and 
Heckle Boulevard, to consider a potential amendment to an existing 
intergovernmental agreement and receive legal advice related thereto, to receive 
background information and legal advice concerning a potential airport lease, 
and to receive background information and legal advice concerning a potential 
City business license collections issue.  

 
SPECIAL SESSION - 6:00 P.M.  
Council met in special session with Mayor Gettys and Councilmembers 

Black, Jackson, Lindsay, Reno, and Sutton.  Mayor Pro Tem Pender was not in 
attendance. Also present were City Manager David Vehaun, Deputy City 
Manager Jimmy Bagley, Deputy City Manager Steven Gibson, City Attorney Paul 
Dillingham, and Municipal Clerk Anne P. Harty.  There were no members of the 
media in attendance.    

 
RECEIVED INFORMATION REGARDING THE JUNETEENTH 

CELEBRATION  
Mayor Gettys and the City Council received an update on the preparations 

for the upcoming Juneteenth celebration. This item was discussed earlier in the 
agenda as all participants for the following Proclamations had not yet arrived at 
the meeting.  

Seberina Myles, President of Juneteenth Board, addressed the City 
Council.  

 
PRESENTED A PROCLAMATION TO RECOGNIZE AND 

CONGRATULATE THE SOUTH POINTE HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL TEAM 
AND COACH MELVIN WATSON FOR THEIR STATE CHAMPIONSHIP AND 
OUTSTANDING ATHLETIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

Mayor Gettys and the City Council recognized by Proclamation the South 
Pointe High School Basketball Team and Coach Melvin Watson for the 
basketball team’s 2021 state championship.  
 Coach Melvin Watson and members of the South Pointe High School 
basketball team were in attendance to receive the Proclamation.  
 Mayor Gettys presented the Proclamation.  
 



PRESENTED A PROCLAMATION TO CONGRATULATE ISAAC 
MCLELLAN FOR HIS STATE CHAMPIONSHIP AND OUTSTANDING 
ATHLETIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN WRESTLING  

Mayor Gettys and the City Council recognized by Proclamation Isaac 
McLellan for his State Championship in wrestling.  
 Isaac McLellan, Northwestern High School student, was present to receive 
the Proclamation.  
 Mayor Gettys presented the Proclamation.  
 

PRESENTED A PROCLAMATION TO CONGRATULATE KALEEM 
HEARD FOR HIS OUTSTANDING ATHLETIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 
WRESTLING  

Mayor Gettys and the City Council recognized by Proclamation Kaleem 
Heard for his State Championship in wrestling.  

Kaleem Heard, Northwestern High School student, was present to receive 
the Proclamation. 

Mayor Gettys presented the Proclamation. 
 
VACCINATION CLINIC UPDATE  

 Mayor Gettys and the City Council received an update on the City of Rock 
Hill/Piedmont Medical Center Community COVID-19 vaccination clinic 
operations.  

Mark Nosacka, Piedmont Medical Center CEO, gave a brief update on the 
Community Vaccination Clinic.  

 
 

Upon a motion by Councilmember Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, the City Council approved the following three consent 
agenda items: 

 
 

MINUTES OF REGULAR SESSION OF APRIL 12, 2021  
 
ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE DISPOSITION BY SALE OF 

PROPERTY ON NORTHPARK DRIVE IN TECHPARK, ROCK HILL, SOUTH 
CAROLINA BY THE CITY OF ROCK HILL TO SILVER WATERFORD LLC. - 
Adopted   

Minor corrections were made since first reading to synchronize the terms 
of the inspection periods in the ordinance. There were no other changes to the 
ordinance.  

 
ORDINANCE GRANTING A LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY AND A 

PORTION OF THE CITY’S WATER TOWER TO NEW CINGULAR WIRELESS 
PCS, LLC. - Adopted   

There were no changes to the ordinance since first reading.  
 



 
ORDINANCE TO ADD AN UNCODIFIED ORDINANCE TO THE CODE 

OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL ORDINANCE 
ADOPTED ON MAY 9, 2016, AND AMENDED ON FEBRUARY 27, 2017, 
JANUARY 8, 2018 AND OCTOBER 8, 2018 TO RE-CERTIFY THE 
BLEACHERY SITE AS A TEXTILE MILL SITE UNDER THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA TEXTILES COMMUNITIES REVITALIZATION ACT  - Adopted   

An ordinance entitled ORDINANCE TO ADD AN UNCODIFIED 
ORDINANCE TO THE CODE OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL TO AMEND THE 
ORIGINAL ORDINANCE ADOPTED ON MAY 9, 2016, AND AMENDED ON 
FEBRUARY 27, 2017, JANUARY 8, 2018 AND OCTOBER 8, 2018 TO RE-
CERTIFY THE BLEACHERY SITE AS A TEXTILE MILL SITE UNDER THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA TEXTILES COMMUNITIES REVITALIZATION ACT was 
given second reading and adopted upon a motion by Councilmember Sutton, 
which was duly seconded and unanimously adopted. 

There have been no changes to the ordinance since first reading. Non-
substantive changes were made between first and second reading to clarify the 
abandoned status of the property.  
 

ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF 
MUNICIPAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT REVENUE BONDS (PANTHERS 
PROJECT-JUNIOR LIEN) OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL, SOUTH CAROLINA, 
IN ONE OR MORE SERIES, IN THE AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF 
NOT EXCEEDING $290,000,000; AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO 
DETERMINE CERTAIN MATTERS WITH RESPECT TO THE BONDS; 
PRESCRIBING THE FORM AND DETAILS OF SUCH BONDS; MAKING 
CERTAIN AMENDMENTS TO GENERAL BOND ORDINANCE NO. 2021-27; 
AND OTHER MATTERS RELATING THERETO – First Reading 

An ordinance entitled ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE 
AND SALE OF MUNICIPAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT REVENUE BONDS 
(PANTHERS PROJECT-JUNIOR LIEN) OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL, SOUTH 
CAROLINA, IN ONE OR MORE SERIES, IN THE AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT OF NOT EXCEEDING $290,000,000; AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER TO DETERMINE CERTAIN MATTERS WITH RESPECT TO THE 
BONDS; PRESCRIBING THE FORM AND DETAILS OF SUCH BONDS; 
MAKING CERTAIN AMENDMENTS TO GENERAL BOND ORDINANCE NO. 
2021-27; AND OTHER MATTERS RELATING THERETO was given first reading 
upon a motion by Councilmember Reno, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved.  

This ordinance allows flexibility to issue a portion of the bonds for the 
Carolina Panthers Training Facility infrastructure as junior lien bonds. The City’s 
underwriters advise that this modification will enhance the marketability of the 
bonds. This ordinance does not authorize any additional debt other than what 
Council has previously authorized. There may be minor changes to this 
ordinance before second reading. City Attorney recommended approval.  
 Paul Dillingham, City Attorney, presented the item to the City Council.  



 
ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE DISPOSITION BY CONVEYANCE 

OF PROPERTY LOCATED ALONG RIVERVIEW ROAD, ROCK HILL, SOUTH 
CAROLINA, BY THE CITY OF ROCK HILL TO YORK COUNTY – First Reading 

An ordinance entitled ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE 
DISPOSITION BY CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY LOCATED ALONG 
RIVERVIEW ROAD, ROCK HILL, SOUTH CAROLINA, BY THE CITY OF ROCK 
HILL TO YORK COUNTY was given first reading upon a motion by 
Councilmember Sutton, which was duly seconded and unanimously approved.  
 

The City owns a .005-acre lot that York County needs to complete their 
Riverview Road project. This ordinance will allow the City to retain its electric 
utility easement at the rear of the property. City Attorney recommended approval.  

Paul Dillingham, City Attorney, presented the item to the City Council. 
 

APPROVED PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
REGARDING PETITION M-2021-14 BY WOODENEYE LLC (PAUL BURT) TO 
REZONE APPROXIMATELY 0.51 ACRES AT 2223 AND 2229 CELANESE 
ROAD FROM BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT I (BD-I) IN YORK 
COUNTY TO NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL (NC). THE SUBJECT 
PROPERTIES ARE PROPOSED TO BE ANNEXED INTO THE CITY OF ROCK 
HILL. TAX PARCELS 634-11-09-009 & -010  

Upon a motion by Councilmember Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved Planning Commission recommendation 
regarding Petition M-2021-14 by Woodeneye LLC (Paul Burt) to rezone 
approximately 0.51 acres at 2223 and 2229 Celanese Road from Business 
Development District I (BD-I) in York County to Neighborhood Commercial (NC). 
The subject properties are proposed to be annexed into the City of Rock Hill. Tax 
parcels 634-11-09-009 & -010. 

In 2019, the City annexed and rezoned the corner of Hilltop and Celanese 
to support the development of an eye clinic. Since that time, the applicant has 
acquired the two lots beside this corner which must be annexed and rezoned. 
The subject properties will be developed with additional parking areas for the 
proposed office building. The Planning Commission recommended approval of 
the proposed NC zoning (consistent with the corner lot) at their April meeting by 
a vote of 6-0 (Christopher absent).  

Dennis Fields, Planner III, presented the item to the City Council.  
 

APPROVED A PETITION FOR ANNEXATION TO THE CITY OF ROCK 
HILL OF CELANESE ROAD/HILLTOP ROAD AREA III LYING ADJACENT TO 
THE CITY LIMITS OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL, S.C. AS SHOWN ON MAP 
DATED APRIL 7, 2021 

Upon a motion by Councilmember Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved a Petition for Annexation to the City of Rock 
Hill of Celanese Road/Hilltop Road Area III lying adjacent to the city limits of the 
City of Rock Hill, S.C. as shown on map dated April 7, 2021.  



This is the annexation petition for the property at 2223 & 2229 Celanese 
Road.  

 
ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 7, ANNEXATIONS, OF THE CODE 

OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE ANNEXATION, 
ZONING AND WARD DESIGNATION OF CELANESE ROAD/HILLTOP ROAD 
AREA III LYING ADJACENT TO THE CITY LIMITS OF THE CITY OF ROCK 
HILL, S.C. – First Reading 

An ordinance entitled ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 7, 
ANNEXATIONS, OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL, SO AS TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE ANNEXATION, ZONING AND WARD DESIGNATION OF 
CELANESE ROAD/HILLTOP ROAD AREA III LYING ADJACENT TO THE CITY 
LIMITS OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL, S.C. was given first reading upon a 
motion by Councilmember Sutton, which was duly seconded and unanimously 
approved.  

This ordinance will enact the NC zoning for the property at 2223 & 2229 
Celanese Road as recommended by the Planning Commission.  

Dennis Fields, Planner III, presented the item to the City Council.  
 
ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 

ROCK HILL CODE BY MAKING CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP AFFECTING APPROXIMATELY 0.51 ACRES AT 2223 AND 
2229 CELANESE ROAD FROM BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT I (BD-
I) IN YORK COUNTY TO NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL (NC) – First 
Reading 

An ordinance entitled ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL CODE BY MAKING CERTAIN 
CHANGES IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AFFECTING APPROXIMATELY 
0.51 ACRES AT 2223 AND 2229 CELANESE ROAD FROM BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT I (BD-I) IN YORK COUNTY TO NEIGHBORHOOD 
COMMERCIAL (NC) was given first reading upon a motion by Councilmember 
Sutton, which was duly seconded and unanimously approved.  

This ordinance will enact the NC zoning for the property at 2223 & 2229 
Celanese Road as recommended by the Planning Commission.  

Dennis Fields, Planner III, presented the item to the City Council.  
 
DENIED PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION REGARDING 

PETITION M-2021-15 BY CONNELLY DEVELOPMENT (KEVIN CONNELLY) 
TO REZONE APPROXIMATELY 5 ACRES AT 2150 CHERRY ROAD AND 
ADJACENT RIGHT-OF-WAY FROM GENERAL COMMERCIAL (GC) TO 
MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (MFR). TAX PARCEL 634-07-01-015  

Upon a motion to approve by Councilmember Jackson, which was duly 
seconded and failed upon a vote of 3-3 with Councilmembers Black, Reno, and 
Sutton dissenting, denied Planning Commission recommendation regarding 
Petition M-2021-15 by Connelly Development (Kevin Connelly) to rezone 
approximately 5 acres at 2150 Cherry Road and adjacent right-of-way from 



General Commercial (GC) to Multi-Family Residential (MFR). Tax Parcel 634-07-
01-015.  

The applicant requested rezoning to develop affordable, multi-family 
apartments on the property. The development is being submitted for both federal 
and state tax credit funding to South Carolina Housing as a family development. 
The rents and tenant incomes will be restricted at 20%, 50% and 60% of the 
Area Median Income (AMI) for York County. The applicant is proposing 
approximately 84 total units and is exploring whether it would be able to reuse 
the existing AMC building or construct all new buildings. The Planning 
Commission recommended approval of the rezoning at their April meeting by a 
vote of 6-0 (Christopher absent).  

Kevin Connelly, Connelly Development, LLC, 125 Old Chapin Road, 
Lexington, SC, addressed the City Council.  

Dennis Fields, Planner III, presented the item to the City Council.  
 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
ROCK HILL CODE BY MAKING CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP AFFECTING APPROXIMATELY 5.0 ACRES LOCATED 2150 
CHERRY ROAD FROM GENERAL COMMERCIAL (GC) TO MULTI-FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL (MFR) – First Reading 

An ordinance entitled ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL CODE BY MAKING CERTAIN 
CHANGES IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AFFECTING APPROXIMATELY 
5.0 ACRES LOCATED 2150 CHERRY ROAD FROM GENERAL COMMERCIAL 
(GC) TO MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (MFR) failed for lack of a motion.  

This ordinance would have enacted the MFR zoning for the property at 
2150 Cherry Road as recommended by the Planning Commission.  

Dennis Fields, Planner III, presented the item to the City Council.  
 

DENIED PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION REGARDING 
PETITION M-2021-16 BY GREENWAY RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT LLC 
(MARK RICHARDSON) TO REZONE APPROXIMATELY 12.4 ACRES AT 805 
HECKLE BOULEVARD AND ADJACENT RIGHT-OF-WAY FROM 
NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL (NC) AND SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL-
5 (SF-5) TO MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (MFR). TAX PARCEL 597-04-01-
051  

Upon a motion to approve by Councilmember Lindsay, which was duly 
seconded and failed upon a vote of 3-3, with Councilmembers Black, Jackson, 
and Sutton dissenting, denied Planning Commission recommendation regarding 
Petition M-2021-16 by Greenway Residential Development LLC (Mark 
Richardson) to rezone approximately 12.4 acres at 805 Heckle Boulevard and 
adjacent right-of-way from Neighborhood Commercial (NC) and Single-Family 
Residential-5 (SF-5) to Multi-Family Residential (MFR). Tax Parcel 597-04-01-
051. 

The applicant requested rezoning in order to facilitate the development of 
affordable, multi-family apartments on the property. The development is being 



submitted for tax credit funding as a family development. The conceptual site 
plan shows eight buildings with 156 total units. The rents and tenant incomes will 
be restricted at 60% of the Area Median Income (AMI) for all units. The Planning 
Commission recommended approval of the rezoning at their April meeting by a 
vote of 6-0 (Christopher absent).  

Mark Richardson, Greenway Residential Development, LLC, 14120 
Ballantyne Corporate Place, Suite 575, Charlotte, NC, addressed the City 
Council.  

Dennis Fields, Planner III, presented the item to the City Council.  
 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
ROCK HILL CODE BY MAKING CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP AFFECTING APPROXIMATELY 12.4 ACRES AT 805 HECKLE 
BOULEVARD AND ADJACENT RIGHT-OF-WAY FROM NEIGHBORHOOD 
COMMERCIAL (NC) AND SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL-5 (SF-5) TO 
MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (MFR) – First Reading 

An ordinance entitled ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL CODE BY MAKING CERTAIN 
CHANGES IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AFFECTING APPROXIMATELY 
12.4 ACRES AT 805 HECKLE BOULEVARD AND ADJACENT RIGHT-OF-WAY 
FROM NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL (NC) AND SINGLE-FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL-5 (SF-5) TO MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL (MFR) failed for lack 
of a motion.  
 

This ordinance would have enacted the MFR zoning for the property at 
805 Heckle Blvd as recommended by the Planning Commission.  

Dennis Fields, Planner III, presented the item to the City Council.  
 

ANNOUNCED SMARTSWITCH WINNER  
This month’s SmartSwitch winner, chosen at random by computer, is 

Edna Emery.  This customer will receive a $100 credit on their next utility bill.  
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 There were no City Council committee reports.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 There was no miscellaneous business.  
  

RETURNED TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
  
 RETURNED TO SPECIAL SESSION 

The City Council returned to Special Session and Mayor Gettys reported 
that no action was taken.   
 
  
  



 There being no other further business the meeting was adjourned.  
 

Minutes approved and adopted this _____ day of __________ 2021.  
 
 
 
      _________________________  
      Anne P. Harty, Municipal Clerk  
 
 


