ROCKHILL
Traffic Commission Minutes

City of Rock Hill, South Carolina October 20, 2021

A public hearing of the Traffic Commission was held Wednesday, October 20, 2021, at 10:30
a.m. in City Council Chambers at City Hall, 155 Johnston Street, Rock Hill SC.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Kathy Pender, Captain Rod Stinson, Jimmy Bagley, Steven
Varnadore, lvan McCorkle, Terrence Nealy, and Clifton
Goolsby

MEMBERS ABSENT: None

STAFF PRESENT: Chris Herrmann, Arthdale Brown, Tommy Feemster, Leah

Youngblood, Jason Weil, and Rob Walsh
1. Callto Order

Chair Pender called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.

2. Approval of Minutes of the September 29, 2021, meeting.

Chair Pender asked if there were any additions, corrections or deletions from the
September 29, 2021 meeting. Mr. Nealy then made a motion that the minutes be
approved as presented; this was seconded by Captain Stinson and was unanimously
approved.

3. Business:
A. N Stonewall Ave

Staff Member Chris Herrmann provided an overview of the area; highlighting termini,
signage, road width, grading and curvature. Mr. Herrmann noted that the roadway has
an un-posted speed limit of 35 MPH. Mr. Herrmann highlighted that the concerns noted
by a resident at the September meeting were focused on speeding and safety.

Mr. Herrmann then reviewed the results of the traffic study completed, noting that AADT
levels were approximately 650 trips per day. The study captured a 50" percentile speed
of 22 MPH and an 85™ percentile speed of 28 MPH. Discussion then followed regarding
the results of the study. Mr. Walsh stated that the roadway does not appear to need a
posted speed limit based on the data presented. Traffic Commission then recommended
that staff share the results of the traffic study with the resident as well as Councilwoman
Nikita Jackson.

B. Eden Terrace

Mr. Herrmann provided an overview of the area; highlighting termini, speed limits,
signage, road width, grading and curvature. Mr. Herrmann then summarized the last
review of this area by Traffic Commission, which occurred in October 2016. Resulting
action items from that meeting included the recommendation of not implementing a
crosswalk at the intersection of Eden Terrace / Richmond Drive due to safety concerns.

Mr. Herrmann then reviewed the results of the traffic study completed. For the segment
of Eden Terrace between Richmond Drive and University Drive, AADT levels were
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approximately 7,250 trips per day. The study for this segment captured a 50" percentile
speed of 34 MPH and an 85" percentile speed of 39 MPH. For the segment of Eden
Terrace between Myrtle Drive and Richmond Drive, AADT levels were approximately
5,260 trips per day. The study for this segment captured a 50" percentile speed of 37
MPH and an 85" percentile speed of 42 MPH. Discussion then followed regarding the
results of this study.

Mr. Donn Sinclair (948 Myrtle Drive) voiced concerns regarding speeding and safety on
Eden Terrace. Mr. Sinclair requested a reduction of the speed limit from 35 MPH to 25
MPH on Eden Terrace. Mr. Sinclair also requested consideration of a 4-way stop at the
intersection of Eden Terrace / Richmond Drive.

Mr. Herrmann then noted that staff received other concerns regarding pedestrian safety
along Eden Terrace. The resident (Mike Sickles, 812 Patton Street) requested
consideration of a crosswalk near Patton Street for access to the Shared Use Path along
the southern side of Eden Terrace.

Discussion then followed regarding the development of Miracle Park. Mr. Bagley noted
that phase 1 of the park is now complete with phases 2 and 3 in development. Mr.
Herrmann noted that phases 2 and 3 would include work along Richmond Drive. Mr.
Herrmann then noted that phase 1 has included the pending implementation of a mid-
block crosswalk to the new park entrance located on Eden Terrace near Myrtle Drive. Mr.
Bagley advised that staff look into the plans for phases 2 and 3 to examine what other
pedestrian infrastructure is planned.

Discussion then transitioned to address the request for the four-way stop at the
intersection of Eden Terrace / Richmond Drive. Mr. Walsh noted that since the last
evaluation of this intersection occurred in 2016, it would be advisable to perform a new
traffic count for side street traffic to assess the four-way stop request at this location. Mr.
Goolsby noted that such a study would be best conducted once the future phases of the
park were completed.

Traffic Commission then assessed the request for a reduction in the speed limit. Mr.
Walsh noted that based on the data presented from the traffic study, the best approach
would be targeted enforcement from RHPD.

Traffic Commission then recommended that staff evaluate the full plans and
encroachment permits for Miracle Park to examine safe crossing locations for pedestrians
in this area. Traffic Commission also recommended that targeted enforcement occur for
this area along Eden Terrace.

C. Aiken Ave

Mr. Herrmann provided an overview of the area; highlighting termini, speed limits,
signage, road width, grading and curvature. Mr. Herrmann then noted staff received
concerns regarding on-street parking from a representative of Walk 2 Campus for
students on Winthrop University. Staff Member Mr. Brown noted the concern was
highlighting parking issues that block driveway access for one property as well as
sanitation pick-up. Mr. Herrmann then explained the requestor asked if the No-Parking
sign can be moved to address this issue. Discussion then followed regarding this
concern. Captain Stinson noted that legal enforcement would be the best manner to
address this issue. Mr. Walsh agreed, noting that moving or adding No-Parking signs will
likely cause more concerns in another location. Traffic Commission then recommended
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that RHPD engage in targeted enforcement and coordinate with Winthrop Police to
address this concern.

D. Milton Ave

Mr. Herrmann provided an overview of the area; highlighting termini, speed limits,
signage, road width, grading and curvature. Mr. Herrmann then noted that staff received
concerns regarding on-street parking from a resident.

Mr. Barrett Maners (773 Milton Ave) voiced concerns regarding safety and on-street
parking at the intersection of Milton Ave / Evergreen Lane. Mr. Maners added that parking
along the street may be inhibiting visibility.

Discussion then followed regarding the concerns noted by the resident. Mr. Bagley
advised Neighborhood Services to examine residential properties at this intersection to
assess whether there are any code enforcement infractions occurring. Captain Stinson
then noted that once that assessment is complete then RHPD can engage in targeted
enforcement. Traffic Commission then recommended Neighborhood Services to follow-
up with assessment and coordinate with RHPD if necessary.

E. Stewart Ave

Mr. Herrmann provided an overview of the area; highlighting termini, speed limits,
signage, road width, grading and curvature. Mr. Herrmann then noted that staff received
concerns regarding pedestrian safety in this area from the property manager of The Nest
where Winthrop students reside. Mr. Herrmann explained that the main focus of concern
is that there is no delineated crosswalk on Stewart Ave nearest the railroad crossing and
no formal crossing point over the railroad tracks for students to use to access campus.
Mr. Herrmann then noted that staff have corresponded with RHPD and Winthrop Police
regarding these concerns. Mr. Herrmann also highlighted that Stewart Ave is a signed
City bike route with sharrows.

Discussion then followed regarding the concerns that were highlighted. Mr. Goolsbhy
explained that the lack of pedestrian connectivity between the Nest location and Winthrop
campus is challenging due to Norfolk Southern Railroad right-of-way. Mr. Walsh agreed
and noted that the challenges will continue as pedestrian activity in this area increases
with continued development in the Knowledge Park area. Mr. Walsh then suggested that
staff inquire to Norfolk Southern Railroad whether they have any planned improvements
for this crossing point.

Mr. Herrmann then stated that Winthrop Police had suggested consideration of pedestrian
crossing signage in the roadway, similar to what is found in the downtown area. Mr.
Goolsby noted that he would not be in favor of utilizing such signage in this location
because of the limited width of roadway and the routing of My Ride Transit buses along
this street. Mr. Bagley then suggested that staff evaluate whether improvements to this
location can be included with development in the Knowledge Park area.

Mr. Herrmann inquired whether Traffic Commission would entertain a decrease in the
speed limit from the current posting of 35 MPH. This could be considered due to
increased pedestrian activity, presence of sharrows and the bike route, as well as
intersecting roadways with speed limits below 35 MPH.

Traffic Commission recommended Planning staff to evaluate future improvements
through development of Knowledge Park. Traffic Commission also recommended staff
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to contact Norfolk Southern Railroad to inquire about any potential improvements at this
location.

F. Roddey Park Neighborhood

Mr. Herrmann provided an overview of the area; highlighting termini, speed limits,
signage, road width, grading and curvature. Mr. Herrmann then noted that staff received
a request for traffic calming in the neighborhood area.

Mr. Trevon Barber (435 Bellingrath Blvd) voiced concerns regarding speeding and safety
in the neighborhood. Mr. Barber noted the neighborhood is requesting traffic calming on
each roadway as well as additional speed limit signage.

Mr. Herrmann then outlined that staff did complete an on-site assessment to evaluate
existing conditions prior to this meeting. During that assessment staff evaluated the
location of speed limit signage. A 25 MPH speed limit sign is posted for northbound traffic
entering the neighborhood on Bellingrath Blvd, however no other signage was found
throughout the neighborhood area. Captain Stinson stated that with no other posted
speed limits on the other roadways in the neighborhood then they would be considered
to be 35 MPH speed limit from a legal enforcement standpoint. Mr. Herrmann then
inquired whether Traffic Commission would consider adding a 25 MPH Neighborhood
Speed Limit in this area to address this? Mr. Goolsby responded that this would be
advisable as well as adding similar speed limit signage to Queensberry way for the
second access point for the neighborhood.

Mr. Herrmann then transitioned to explain that there is residential development planned
to the north and east of the Roddey Park neighborhood which will be connecting into the
roadway network with Russell Street being extended and connecting to Queensberry
Way. Mr. Goolsby added that more development could occur in the northwest of this area
as well. That development could create more growth and traffic volume in the future, but
currently there is not enough connectivity to be creating cut-through traffic that would be
causing the speeding issue. Mr. Goolsby continued, noting that traffic calming should not
be the first step in addressing the concerns presented today as most roadways in this
development would not fit the traffic calming criteria.

Traffic Commission then recommended Public Works to post 25 MPH Neighborhood
Speed Limit signage on Bellingrath Blvd as well as Queensberry Way. Traffic
Commission also recommended the Neighborhood Association communicate to all
residents that the speed limit is 25 MPH and RHPD will be engaging in enforcement.
Traffic Commission lastly recommended that staff communicate with the Neighborhood
Association regarding the requests for traffic calming.

G. Edwards Street

Mr. Herrmann provided an overview of the area; highlighting termini, speed limits,
signage, road width, grading and curvature. Mr. Herrmann then noted that staff received
a request for a crosswalk on Edwards Street between the properties owned by the First
Assembly of God Church. Mr. Walsh then explained that Traffic Commission has
reviewed this location in the past. Resulting action items included the implementation of
pedestrian warning signage which is currently in place along the roadway.
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Discussion then followed regarding the concerns noted. Mr. Walsh stated that traffic
volume on this street is likely too low to warrant further improvements beyond the
pedestrian warning signage. Mr. Feemster then stated that a crosswalk at this location
would create a mid-block crossing which is discouraged for safety reasons. Mr. Feemster
then added that if staff can gain information on when the highest level of pedestrian
activity is occurring that could aid SCDOT in evaluating this area further.

Traffic Commission then recommended that staff coordinate with SCDOT and provide
further feedback if necessary.

H. Patriot Parkway

Mr. Herrmann provided an overview of the area; highlighting termini, speed limits,
signage, road width, grading and curvature. Mr. Herrmann then noted that RHPD staff
requested additional No Parking signage on this roadway in order to respond to illegal
parking that is occurring by large trucks on this roadway near the Country Inn & Suites.
Mr. Herrmann noted that staff completed an on-site assessment to evaluate existing
conditions and noted that a 25 MPH speed limit sign is being blocked by overgrown
vegetation and the illegal parking activity.

Discussion then followed regarding the concerns. Mr. Goolsby stated that the concern
regarding the speed limit sign can be resolved by relocating the sign to a location closer
to the intersection of Patriot Parkway / Cherry Road. Captain Stinson then explained that
this section of the roadway is quite wide at approximately 60 feet and trucks are regularly
parking in this location. RHPD has attempted to address through citations as well as
contacting the trucking companies identified on the vehicles. Captain Stinson then added
that with or without the presence of the No Parking signage, the parking is illegal
according to City ordinance which outlaws parking of vehicles with more than 6 wheels
on city streets between the hours of 6PM and 6AM. Captain Stinson suggested that staff
contact the manager of the nearby apartments as well as the hotel manager to advise
tenants and visitors to not park along the roadway.

Traffic Commission then discussed that if the trucks belong to visitors of the nearby hotel
or the nearby apartments, there is not a designated space for these trucks to park
elsewhere along this roadway or in parking lots. Mr. Goolsby noted that perhaps staff
can evaluate a potential location with future development along this corridor. Mr. Goolsby
added that Public Works could evaluate striping along this roadway to further indicate the
correct pathway for vehicles as to avoid unsafe conditions caused by illegal parking.

Traffic Commission then recommended that Public Works relocate the 25 MPH speed
limit sign for southbound traffic to a location closer to the intersection of Patriot Parkway
/ Cherry Road. Traffic Commission also recommended that staff contact managers of the
nearby apartments and hotel and encourage advising tenants and visitors to not park
along the roadway. Traffic Commission recommended that Planning staff evaluate a
potential location for truck parking as future development occurs along this corridor.

Other Items
A. Status Report

Mr. Herrmann briefly summarized the Status Report which outlines follow-up action items
from the previous meetings.
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B. Schedule Adjustment

Mr. Herrmann discussed potential for adjusting meeting start times from 10:30 AM to
10:00 AM. Mr. Herrmann noted that staff were advised that if this change were to be
approved by Traffic Commission then this adjustment would go into effect at the January
2022 meeting. Discussion then followed regarding potential for this change. Traffic
Commission will revisit consideration at the November meeting.

Next Meeting: November 17th, 2021 at 10:30 AM in Council Chambers at City Hall.

Adjourn:

There being no further business, Ms. Pender made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Goolsby
seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m.
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