ROCKHILL
Traffic Commission Minutes

City of Rock Hill, South Carolina June 15, 2022

A public hearing of the Traffic Commission was held Wednesday, June 15, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.
in City Council Chambers at City Hall, 155 Johnston Street, Rock Hill SC.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Derrick Lindsay, Jimmy Bagley, Steven Varnadore, lvan
McCorkle, and Captain Rod Stinson

MEMBERS ABSENT: Terrence Nealy

STAFF PRESENT: Chris Herrmann, Leah Youngblood, Arthdale Brown, Kenny

Williams, Jason Vance, Cindi Howard, Tom Glenn, Tommy
Feemster and Rob Walsh

1. Callto Order
Mr. Lindsay called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

2. Approval of Minutes of the May 18, 2022 meeting.

Mr. Lindsay asked if there were any additions, corrections or deletions from the May 18,
2022 meeting minutes. Mr. Goolsby then made a motion that the minutes be approved
as presented; this was seconded by Captain Stinson and was unanimously approved.

3.  Administration:
A. Policies and Procedures

Staff Member Leah Youngblood provided a summary of proposed changes to policies
and procedures for Traffic Commission that is being considered by City Council for
Second Reading on June 27", 2022. Mrs. Youngblood noted that given approval at the
Second Reading, these changes would go into effect on July 1st, 2022 and would
run through June 30", 2023. Mrs. Youngblood reviewed the proposed application
process for Traffic Calming, the Traffic Calming Evaluation process including the
proposed rubric for staff assessment, as well as the proposed appeals process. Mrs.
Youngblood then asked for Traffic Commission approval of the proposed rubric for staff
assessment. Mr. Lindsay made a motion to approve the proposed rubric; this was
seconded by Mr. Goolsby and was unanimously approved.

4. Business:
A. Beaty Estate Neighborhood

Staff Member Chris Herrmann provided an overview of the area; highlighting termini,
signage, road width, grading and curvature. Mr. Herrmann explained that ownership and
maintenance responsibilities are shared by both the City of Rock Hill and SCDOT. Mr.
Herrmann noted that the posted speed limit on Marydale Lane and Richmond Drive is 25
MPH while all other roadways have a 35 MPH speed limit.

Mr. Herrmann then reviewed results of the requested traffic study that was completed on
Marydale Lane. The traffic study was completed on April 28" and results showed a 50"
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percentile speed of 26 MPH and an 85" percentile speed of 32 MPH. Mr. Herrmann
noted that the traffic study captured approximately 450 trips per day.

Mr. Herrmann next reviewed results of the requested on-site assessment by staff. Mr.
Herrmann noted that the intersection of Parkway Drive / Evergreen Circle / Woodland
Drive was highlighted for sight distance and visibility concerns in connection to a large
tree and other vegetation on the western side of Evergreen Circle just north of Parkway
Drive. Discussion then followed regarding potential mitigation options, ranging from
addressing overgrown vegetation to implementing 2-5 skip lines and RPM’s to dictate the
proper lane of travel.

Mr. Herrmann then transitioned and summarized sight distance and visibility concerns
regarding the intersection of Marydale Lane / Hermitage Road. Discussion then followed
regarding the impact of a decreased neighborhood speed limit in this area due to the
safety concerns, as well as the location of Richmond Drive Elementary school in this area.
Mr. Goolshy noted a neighborhood speed limit of 25 MPH would be consistent with how
Marydale Land and Richmond Drive are already posted. Mr. Feemster stated that he had
no opposition to this change for Evergreen Circle and Parkway Drive, which are owned
and maintained by SCDOT.

Traffic Commission then recommended that staff coordinate with Public Works and
Neighborhood Services to address the overgrown vegetation at the intersection of
Parkway Drive / Evergreen Circle / Woodland Drive. Traffic Commission also
recommended that staff coordinate with SCDOT to devise a signage plan to implement a
25 MPH Neighborhood Speed Limit for all access points into the neighborhood.

B. Linwood Street

Mr. Herrmann provided an overview of the area; highlighting termini, signage, road width,
grading and curvature. Mr. Herrmann then explained that ownership and maintenance
responsibilities are held by the City of Rock Hill. Mr. Herrmann then reviewed previous
discussion from the May meeting which had focused on a request for three-way stop
controlled intersections along Lindwood Street.

Mr. Herrmann then reviewed results of the requested on-site assessment by staff. Mr.
Herrmann highlighted sight distance and visibility concerns related to the intersection of
Linwood Street / Arborgate Drive. Mr. Herrmann explained that there was some
overgrown vegetation located on the northeast quadrant of the intersection that needs to
be addressed.

Traffic Commission then recommended staff to coordinate with Public Works and
Neighborhood Services to address the overgrown vegetation located on the northeast
guadrant of the intersection of Linwood Street / Arborgate Drive.

C. Fewell Park Neighborhood

Mr. Herrmann provided an overview of the area; highlighting termini, signage, road width,
grading and curvature. Mr. Herrmann explained that ownership and maintenance
responsibilities are shared by the City of Rock Hill and SCDOT. Mr. Herrmann then
summarized that Traffic Commission had previously reviewed concerns in this area
during the April 2022 meeting. Resulting action items included a traffic study to be
completed on Winthrop Drive, and staff to coordinate with SCDOT regarding a signage
plan to implement a 25 MPH Neighborhood Speed Limit for this area.
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Mr. Herrmann then reviewed results of the requested traffic study that was completed on
Winthrop Drive. The traffic study was completed on June 6™ and results showed a 50"
percentile speed of 26 MPH and an 85" percentile speed of 33 MPH. Mr. Herrmann
highlighted that the posted speed limit is 25 MPH. Mr. Herrmann also noted that the traffic
study captured approximately 110 trips per day.

Discussion then followed regarding the results of the traffic study and the implementation
of a 25 MPH Neighborhood Speed Limit for this area due to the location of Fewell Park.
Mr. Feemster noted that SCDOT had completed a signage plan for this change and are
supportive of moving forward.

Mr. Herrmann then highlighted sight distance and visibility concerns related to the
intersection of Alexander Road / Winthrop Drive. Mr. Herrmann noted overgrown
vegetation on the northeast quadrant of the intersection that needs to be addressed.

Traffic Commission then recommended staff coordinate with Public Works as well as
SCDOT to post the 25 MPH Neighborhood Speed Limit signage for this area. Traffic
Commission also recommended that staff coordinate with Public Works and
Neighborhood Services to address the overgrown vegetation located on the northeast
guadrant of the intersection of Alexander Road / Winthrop Drive.

D. The Crossing

Mr. Herrmann provided an overview of the area; highlighting termini, speed limits,
signage, road width, grading and curvature. Mr. Herrmann explained that ownership and
maintenance responsibilities in this area are held by the City of Rock Hill. Mr. Herrmann
then noted that Traffic Commission had not reviewed this particular location in the past.

Mr. Herrmann then summarized that Mrs. Marva Campbell had contacted staff regarding
speeding concerns on The Crossing.

Mr. Herrmann then reviewed results of a traffic study that had previously been completed
on The Crossing. The traffic study was completed on June 28™", 2018 and results showed
a 50™ percentile speed of 30 MPH and an 85™ percentile speed of 35 MPH. Mr. Herrmann
highlighted that the posted speed limit is 25 MPH. Mr. Herrmann also noted that the traffic
study captured approximately 880 trips per day.

Discussion then followed regarding the concerns. Mr. Herrmann noted that staff
historically rely on traffic study data for up to four years and these study results are coming
up on that limit. Mr. Herrmann noted that staff believe it would be beneficial to complete
a new traffic study. Mr. Goolsby stated that it would be best to wait until school is in
session since multiple schools are in this area. Captain Stinson agreed.

Mr. Lindsay then transitioned to inquire whether staff believed the three-way stop
controlled intersection located at The Crossing / Olde Oxford Court should be located
here? Mr. Bagley noted that these may have been implemented as a part of the
development of Meadow Lakes Il neighborhood. Mr. Walsh and Mr. Goolsby then
highlighted engineering principles involved with implementing stop signs at intersections.
Mr. Goolshy then stated that landscaping at this intersection is likely inhibiting sight
distance and visibility. Mr. Lindsay then asked if there were any issues with drivers
disregarding these stop signs? Captain Stinson responded that he was not aware of any
such issues in this location.

Traffic Commission then recommended that staff complete a traffic study when school is
in session in the fall.
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E. S Jones Ave

Mr. Herrmann provided an overview of the area; highlighting termini, signage, road width,
grading and curvature. Mr. Herrmann explained that ownership and maintenance
responsibilities are shared by the City of Rock Hill and SCDOT. Mr. Herrmann noted that
the un-posted speed limit is 35 MPH. Mr. Herrmann next explained Traffic Commission
had not previously reviewed this location.

Mr. Herrmann then summarized that Mrs. Gail Nathan had contacted staff regarding
speeding concerns on S Jones Ave near Midvale Ave. Mr. Herrmann also highlighted
that staff observed sight distance and visibility concerns related to the intersection of S
Jones Ave / Pebble Road due to overgrown vegetation. Mr. Herrmann stated that this
was of particular concern to staff since Pebble Road is not stop controlled at this
intersection.

Discussion then followed regarding these concerns. Mr. Walsh recommended completing
a traffic study at multiple points along S Jones Ave, to capture sections that are stop-
controlled for movement on S Jones Ave. Captain Stinson and Mr. Goolsby agreed with
this recommendation. Captain Stinson noted that he would be comfortable with staff
completing a study while school is not in session with this particular location, adding that
an additional study can be completed while school is in session at a later date if
necessary.

Traffic Commission then recommended that staff complete a traffic study and provide
results at a future meeting.

F. Textile Mill Way

Mr. Herrmann provided an overview of the area; highlighting termini, speed limits,
signage, road width, grading and curvature. Mr. Herrmann then explained that ownership
and maintenance responsibilities are held by the City of Rock Hill. Mr. Herrmann also
noted that the roadway currently has an un-posted speed limit of 35 MPH.

Mrs. Howard then summarized that Mr. Skip Tuttle had contacted staff regarding safety
concerns related to the intersection of Textile Mill Way / Technology Center Way. Mrs.
Howard also summarized traffic patterns witnessed by staff related to events and use of
the existing Parking Deck at this site, as well as plans for the second Parking Deck which
is currently under construction.

Discussion then followed regarding the concerns. Mr. Herrmann highlighted that the
plans for this development do identify this intersection as a four-way stop-controlled
intersection. Mr. Goolsby then summarized that staff believed a four-way stop was
warranted at this location due to safety since this area would have a significant amount
of pedestrian traffic. Mr. Goolsby added that staff discussion also focused on the use of
an off-duty police officer to manage traffic and congestion at this site during events. Mr.
Bagley inquired about the potential for a mini-roundabout at this location? Mr. Walsh
guestioned whether there was enough space due to the existing constraints, as well as
potential higher risk for pedestrians.

Mr. Goolsby then suggested that since the development is still under construction,
perhaps a temporary approach may be necessary with pavement markings. Mrs. Howard
noted that some such temporary improvements are currently being considered. Mr.
Lindsay then inquired whether a two-way stop could be implemented on Technology
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Center Way on a temporary basis to address the current concerns? Mr. Walsh noted that
it could be done but if temporary crosswalks are implemented at any time, the crosswalks
could be misinterpreted as a four-way stop. Mrs. Howard also noted concerns related to
pedestrian traffic specifically for students to the new housing along Stewart Ave since the
sidewalk along Technology Center Way is not yet completed. Mr. Goolsby then stated
that in order to best address the safety concerns related to a high-level of pedestrian
activity, the best mitigation for that at this time would be the four-way stop-controlled
intersection that is shown in the plans for the development. Mr. Goolsby continued noting
that for large events, traffic would need to be managed by an off-duty officer as was
discussed early on in the planning stages for this development.

Mr. Bagley then inquired to Mr. Vance about the ITS component of the Downtown Traffic
Management Project that is currently being designed. Mr. Bagley specifically asked
whether signage could be added to Textile Mill Way that would serve as stop signs when
needed, perhaps for larger events but these could be utilized for directional signage or
information any other time? Mr. Vance responded that he could look into this. Mr. Walsh
then emphasized safety concerns with changing traffic patterns like this and impacting
both driver expectations and pedestrian behavior.

Mr. Goolsby then suggested implementing a two-way stop for Technology Center Way
on a temporary basis, acknowledging that the plans for the development call for a 4-way
stop at this intersection once construction is completed. Mr. Bagley stated he would
support this as long as temporary crosswalks are included in conjunction with the stop
control for pedestrian safety. Mr. Herrmann then noted that pavement markings rather
than signage may be best at this time due to ongoing construction. Mr. Herrmann
continued that he would advise utilizing stop bars with white “STOP” letters being added
in front of the stop bars until such time that the final surface is completed and construction
allows for placement of the 4-way stop.

Traffic Commission then recommended that staff coordinate with Public Works to
implement a temporary 2-way stop at this intersection with stop control on Technology
Center Way and crosswalks be added as well for pedestrian safety. Traffic Commission
also recommended that staff monitor after implementation and provide feedback as
necessary.

Other Items
A. Status Report

Mr. Herrmann briefly summarized the Status Report which outlines follow-up action items
from the previous meetings.

5. Next Meeting:

Mr. Herrmann explained that the next meeting has been scheduled for July 20™, 2022 at
10:00 AM in Council Chambers.

Adjourn:

There being no further business, Mr. Lindsay made a motion to adjourn. Mr. McCorkle
seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 11:40 AM.
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