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PUBLIC PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
Tuesday, August 2, 2022 

Glencairn Garden Learning Center 
6:00 PM 

 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT: Rene Brannan, Bev Carroll, Larry Erwin, Jacqueline Jones, Toy Rhea, Matt Watson  
ABSENT: Lawrence Brown, John Coleman, Bennie Evans 
STAFF: John Taylor, Mark Sexton, Rhea Faris, Brian Jones, David Linder, Garnet McKeown, Amanda 

Helms, Rebekah Ardis, Kyle Tillotson, Jason Reynolds 
 
CITIZEN   
COMMENTS: None. 
 
STAFF  
HIGHLIGHT: Kyle Tillotson joined PRT in 2016, working in grounds maintenance primarily in the downtown area.  

In 2021, he joined the structural maintenance crew in maintaining PRT facilities in all parts of the 
city.  Kyle enjoys spending quality time in the great outdoors. 

 
MINUTES: The meeting minutes from June 7, 2022 were approved. 
 
OLD 
BUSINESS:  Strategic Plan Update (attachments to official minutes) 

• Staff gave an overview of the PRT Annual Report for FY2022. 

• Staff reviewed PRT’s fourth quarter and annual wrap-up of the Strategic Plan report.  
Master Plan Update 

• Commissioner Carroll and Director Taylor continued discussion regarding the York County 
Recreation Assistance program.  On August 15, York County Council will vote whether to sunset 
the recreation tax on unincorporated citizens. 

• As presented at the June 7 meeting, the York County Recreation Coalition met in July to 
discuss/agree on a formula/concept.  Of the negotiated/proposed formula, the final vote was 
8 (municipalities) : 1 (Lake Wylie Recreation District); however, a unanimous vote was required 
to pass per the York County ordinance.   

• Commissioner Carroll stated that the existing funding distribution formula has worked well for 
the past 16 years.  Director Taylor has met with each County Councilperson individually to 
request compromise and to discuss the ramifications of a sunset vote. 

• All citizens of York County will have the opportunity to speak in favor or opposition to York 
County Council for two minutes each beginning at 6 PM on August 15. 

NEW 
BUSINESS: Advisory Committee Report  

• Staff reported for the Football Advisory Committee on training and safety for the 2022 season: 
June 11 -- City of Rock Hill Youth Football FUNdamentals clinic for 33 coaches and 182 youth 
July 16 – Block and Tackle Clinic (USA Football format) for coaches 
July 21 – Transformational Coaching with Coach David Bennett 
July 28 – Rules and Guidelines Meeting including USA Football certification for head coaches, 
background checks, concussion awareness, heat safety and sexual predator training 

• Custom-made pads/shields were developed and manufactured in Rock Hill for our youth 
players.  The shields reduce the chance of injury during practices which teach safe play tactics. 

• Small Fry and Pee Wee football practices have started for the 2022 season. 
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Community Outreach Report 

• As part of the adidas basketball tournament, 60 elite male and 60 elite female players partnered 
2:1 with 60 underprivileged youth for a camp which explored a variety of sports.  

Partnership Report 

• To meet the required number of basketball courts for the adidas tournament, the City 
partnered with Winthrop University and Rock Hill Schools to secure courts.  Additionally, Gary 
Williams opened his parking lot as more college coaches attended the event than expected. 

 Program Review  

• The Commission will be receiving recommendations on youth sports insurance, rental fees, and 
pools at future meetings.   

• These discussions may impact future budget development. 
 

ADDITIONAL 
COMMENTS:  

• Sunday-Thursday event sales are going well due to the hard work of staff person Andrea 
Barnette.  This new approach to tourism sales (small conference market) will help to continue 
to bring quality facilities for our citizens and visitors. 

• Congratulations to Mary Hollis Watson, daughter of Commissioner Matt Watson, on her BMX 
rankings at the 2022 BMX World Championships in Nantes, France.  Commissioner Watson 
noted that the international BMX community knows “Rock Hill” by name and reputation. 

• The adidas event generated 35,000 room nights over a seven-night period. 

• Congratulations to PRT staff Martin Lane on being named Southeast Festivals and Events 
Professional of the Year. 

 
EXECUTIVE 
SESSION: None. 
   
NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, September 6, 2022, at 6:00 PM at Glencairn Garden. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:31 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Amanda Helms 

 

 


