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PUBLIC PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
Tuesday, August 1, 2023 

Glencairn Garden Learning Center 
6:00 PM 

 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT: Rene Brannan, Bev Carroll, Larry Erwin, Jacqueline Jones, Toy Rhea, Matt Watson  
STAFF: Mark Sexton, Brian Jones, Garnet McKeown, Jesse Holliman, Kevin Lynch, Rebekah Ardis, Ramon Guterriz 
GUEST(S): N/A 
 

CITIZENS’   
COMMENTS: N/A 
 

STAFF  
HIGHLIGHT: Ramon Guterriz has worked for the City of Rock Hill Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Department for one 

year.  He is located at Rock Hill Park and maintains the grounds and all trails in the park daily.  Ramon is 
originally from Mexico and has lived in the United States for 13 years with his two sons: Sabastian, and 
Julian, and his wife Valerie.  Ramon is heavily involved in his church, Tega Cay Baptist Church, and is 
currently on the board of deacons.    

 

MINUTES: The meeting minutes from July 11, 2023, were approved.  Commissioner Watson made a motion to 
approve meeting minutes with Commissioner Erwin seconding.  All were in favor. 

 

OLD 
BUSINESS:  Strategic Plan Update  

• Mark Sexton reminded Commissioners that we are at the beginning of a new year with our strategic 
plan.  This is the third year of the current three-year plan.  He then informed the Commission that York 
County had a final vote on the Municipal Association of York County’s funding.  Lake Wylie received 
$383,000 and then went against the County Manager’s recommendation and took $50,000 from 
Clover and an additional $10,000 to Rock Hill, $10,000 to York, $15,000 to Fort Mill, and $15,000 to 
Tega Cay.  This was based on a motion from Tom Audette.  This funding is more than we received in 
FY23 but still less than what was received in FY22 and prior years. 

Master Plan Update 

• Maintenance & Infrastructure:  Planning for Miracle Park Phase II is in progress.  Regional Park is still in 
the conceptual design phase.  The design phase of McGirt Auditorium is underway.  The bid opening 
for the artificial turf at Fountain Park was today and we are moving forward with planning installation.  
Discussion was had regarding the Old Town Association and the events they bring to the community.  
Carroll Park ADA sidewalks are scheduled to start at the end of Summer.  Manchester Meadows shed 
design did not make it through the first round at our Planning Department. Minor corrections need to 
be made by DWW Architects.  Glencairn Garden - Victory Garden refurbishment has started. Japanese 
Bridge should be started soon.  Upgrades to the Velodrome to get it ready for Nationals (new tents, 
lines painted, pressure washing, etc.).  Three slide sections were replaced under warranty at the BMX 
playground.  Work will start on a butterfly garden at Northside thanks to an AARP grant.  We are 
currently getting pricing on refurbishing the gym floors at Emmett Scott and Boyd Hill.  The New Boyd 
Hill sign is in production.   

• Sports Tourism:  In July the indoor center hosted Adidas/3SSSB from July 5-11 (boys) and July 14-28 

(girls).  Also reported that ESPN Ocho will be back on August 4 for live niche sports activity.  The month 

of July produced $14.5m economic impact with a total of approximately 37,000 in attendance.  The 

concessions generated $100,000 in cash sales.  The Adidas boys’ week produced $10.6m, which did 
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include other ancillary basketball events.  The girls’ Adidas week created an estimated $2.5m in 

economic impact.  American Cornhole League is hosting its Championships and has all 50 states 

represented.  Finally, ESPN8: The Ocho will be aired live for 17 hours on ESPN2 from Manchester 

Meadows and Rock Hill Sports & Event Center on August 4 the unique sporting competitions. 

• The City’s outdoor venues hosted five events in July that produced an event economic impact of 
$2.5m and over 11,000 visitors.  August will continue with softball and the Rock Hill Velodrome will be 
the host site of the 2023 USA Cycling Masters Track National Championships August 8-13.  

NEW 

BUSINESS: Advisory Committee Report 

• Garnet McKeown informed the Commissioners that the Lifelong Learning Advisory Committee met 
and is planning an August 28 Fall Kick-Off.  There will be 65 programs, which equate to 1,500 seats, for 
the community to register for.  New for the year will be Winter Wednesdays which will help extend 
the semester.  2025 marks 5 years of the program and are excited to celebrate the continued growth 
and successes.  Commissioner Brannan suggested a cell phone training course as a possible course for 
Lifelong Learning. 

Facility Update 

• Mark mentioned that tentatively on Tuesday, September 12 a groundbreaking to announce the 
upcoming renovations to McGirt Auditorium.  Commissioners will be invited when the event is 
finalized.  Leitner Construction received the bid for the upgrades. 

• The next regional park will have a second community feedback session in mid-September. 
 

Community Outreach & Partnership Report 

• On July 19, 2023 Miracle Park held a free concert with Kona Ice. 

• Adidas provided apparel and shoes to athletes.  Leftovers were donated to First Presbyterian and 
clothes were given to Recreation Division to distribute at Recreation Centers. 

• Partnered with ChristmasVille for Movies in July at Fountain Park.  Rec in a Box was in attendance. 
 

ADDITIONAL 
COMMENTS: Recognition of service for Bennie Evans will be planned for September but maybe October.  
  

EXECUTIVE 
SESSION:                   N/A 
   

NEXT MEETING(S): Tuesday, September 5, 2023, at 6 PM at the Glencairn Garden Learning Center. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:52 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Rebekah Ardis 


