
Council Chambers 
Special Session 

Monday, October 23, 2023 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and 

unanimously approved, the Council went into Executive Session to discuss eleven matters. 
None of the matters were scheduled to appear on the regular agenda other than matters which 
are being deferred. The Council discussed background information and received legal advice 
as to existing and potential litigation matters, received legal advice concerning City Budget 
related Ordinances and a City land use Ordinance, discussed potential contracts concerning 
the sale, lease or purchase of properties in the downtown/urban core and the I-77 areas of the 
City, and received background information and legal advice concerning an existing and 
potential development agreement for properties in the downtown/urban core areas of the City.  

Mayor Gettys reported that City Council met in Executive Session and that no action 
was taken and announced that one litigation item had been added for discussion by the 
Council.     

     
SPECIAL SESSION – 6:00 P.M.  

 Council met in Special Session with Mayor Gettys, Mayor Pro Tem Lindsay and 
Councilmembers Black, Pender, Reno, K. Sutton, and P. Sutton. Also present were City 
Manager David Vehaun, Deputy City Manager Jimmy Bagley, Deputy City Manager Steven 
Gibson, City Attorney Paul Dillingham, and Municipal Clerk Anne P. Harty. Media in 
attendance was Ben Simon of the Post & Courier. 
  
 
  RECOGNIZED NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES FOR RECEIVING THE 2023 ICMA 
PROGRAM EXCELLENCE AWARD FOR THE ROCK HILL COMMUNITY TOOLSHED 
PROGRAM 
  The City Council recognized Neighborhood Services for receiving the 2023 ICMA 
Program Excellence Award for the Rock Hill Community Toolshed Program. 
  The Rock Hill Community Toolshed Program was awarded the 2023 Program 
Excellence Award by the International City/County Management Association. The toolshed 
program was recognized for reducing issues around code compliance for property 
maintenance code issues. 
  Melanie Brandon, Director, Neighborhood Services, presented the item to the City 
Council. 
 
 
 Upon a motion by Councilmember Pender, the City Council approved the following 
three consent agenda items: 
 
 APPROVED THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION OF OCTOBER 9, 2023 
 
  ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE DISPOSITION BY SALE OF PROPERTY ON 



BERRY STREET, ROCK HILL, SOUTH CAROLINA BY THE CITY OF ROCK HILL TO 
ELLEN LONG – Adopted 
  There were no changes to the ordinance since first reading.  
 
   ORDINANCE TO FOR PARTIAL ABANDONMENT OF UTILITY RIGHTS OF WAY 
AND EASEMENTS ON PROPERTY LOCATED ON ARNOLD STREET AND ALBERT 
STREET IN THE CITY OF ROCK HILL – Adopted 
  There were no changes to the ordinance since first reading.   
 
 
  ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL 
CODE BY MAKING CERTAIN CHANGES TO THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AFFECTING 
APPROXIMATELY 126.82 ACRES LOCATED ON MOUNT HOLLY ROAD AND ALBRIGHT 
ROAD FROM LIMITED COMMERCIAL (LC), SINGLE FAMILY ATTACHED (SF-A) AND 
SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL-5 (SF-5) TO MASTER PLANNED COMMERCIAL (MP-C) 
AND MASTER PLANNED RESIDENTIAL (MP-R) – Second Reading Deferred 
  An ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF ROCK HILL CODE BY MAKING CERTAIN CHANGES TO THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP AFFECTING APPROXIMATELY 126.82 ACRES LOCATED ON MOUNT HOLLY 
ROAD AND ALBRIGHT ROAD FROM LIMITED COMMERCIAL (LC), SINGLE FAMILY 
ATTACHED (SF-A) AND SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL-5 (SF-5) TO MASTER PLANNED 
COMMERCIAL (MP-C) AND MASTER PLANNED RESIDENTIAL (MP-R) was deferred without 
objection at the request of the applicant. 
  Changes to the ordinance include stipulations regarding tax exemptions for current and 
future owners or developers. 
 
 
  APPROVED PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION REGARDING 
PETITION M-2023-25 BY THE FIRST CITIZENS BANK & TRUST COMPANY (SHAWN 
FUQUA) TO REZONE APPROXIMATELY 1.2 ACRES AT 132 HERLONG AVENUE, AND 
ADJACENT RIGHT-OF-WAY, FROM NEIGHBORHOOD OFFICE (NO) TO NEIGHBORHOOD 
COMMERCIAL (NC). TAX PARCEL 594-09-04-003 (PORTION) 
  Councilmember Reno recused himself from the item due to a potential conflict of 
interest. An official copy of his statement is made part of these minutes. 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved Planning Commission recommendation regarding petition M-
2023-25 by the First Citizens Bank & Trust Company (Shawn Fuqua) to rezone approximately 
1.2 acres at 132 Herlong Avenue, and adjacent right-of-way, from Neighborhood Office (NO) to 
Neighborhood Commercial (NC). Tax Parcel 594-09-04-003 (portion). 
  The applicant is rezoning the property to have consistent zoning over the entire parcel 
to construct a new bank building at the corner of Herlong Avenue and Ebenezer Road. The 
Planning Commission recommended approval of the rezoning at their October 3, 2023 meeting 
by a vote of 4-0 (Christopher, Dicks, and Nazeer absent).  
  Shana Marshburn, Planner II, Planning & Development, presented the item to the City 
Council. 
 



  ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL 
CODE BY MAKING CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AFFECTING 
APPROXIMATELY 1.2 ACRES LOCATED ON HERLONG AVENUE FROM 
NEIGHBORHOOD OFFICE (NO) TO NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL (NC) – First Reading 
  Councilmember Reno recused himself from the item due to a potential conflict of 
interest. An official copy of his statement is made part of these minutes. 
  An ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF ROCK HILL CODE BY MAKING CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP AFFECTING APPROXIMATELY 1.2 ACRES LOCATED ON HERLONG 
AVENUE FROM NEIGHBORHOOD OFFICE (NO) TO NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL (NC) 
was given first reading upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded 
and unanimously approved. 
  This ordinance will enact the NC zoning for the property at 132 Herlong Avenue as 
recommended by the Planning Commission. 
  Shana Marshburn, Planner II, Planning & Development, presented the item to the City 
Council. 
 
  APPROVED PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION REGARDING 
PETITION M-2023-27 BY OAKLAND AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH TO REZONE 
APPROXIMATELY 1.25 ACRES AT 411, 421, & 427 PARK AVENUE AND ADJACENT 
RIGHT-OF-WAY FROM MULTI-FAMILY 15 (MF-15) TO OFFICE AND INSTITUTIONAL (OI). 
TAX PARCELS 629-04-02-002 TO -004 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved Planning Commission recommendation regarding Petition 
M-2023-27 by Oakland Avenue Presbyterian Church to rezone approximately 1.25 acres at 
411, 421, & 427 Park Avenue and adjacent right-of-way from Multi-Family 15 (MF-15) to Office 
and Institutional (OI). Tax Parcels 629-04-02-002 to -004. 
  The applicant is requesting rezoning to reestablish an existing office building use at 411 
Park Avenue. Preliminary discussions on 427 Park Avenue may include a group home use, 
subject to a ZBA special exception. The Planning Commission recommended approval of the 
rezoning at their October 3, 2023 meeting by a vote of 3-0 (Watts recused; Christopher, Dicks, 
and Nazeer absent).  
  Shana Marshburn, Planner II, Planning & Development, presented the item to the City 
Council.  
 
  ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL CODE BY MAKING CERTAIN CHANGES 
IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AFFECTING APPROXIMATELY 1.25 ACRES LOCATED 
ON PARK AVENUE FROM MULTI-FAMILY 15 (MF-15) TO OFFICE AND INSTITUTIONAL 
(OI) – First Reading 
   An ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL CODE BY 
MAKING CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AFFECTING 
APPROXIMATELY 1.25 ACRES LOCATED ON PARK AVENUE FROM MULTI-FAMILY 15 
(MF-15) TO OFFICE AND INSTITUTIONAL (OI) was given first reading upon a motion by 
Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and unanimously approved. 
  This ordinance will enact the OI zoning for the properties at 411, 421, & 427 Park 
Avenue as recommended by the Planning Commission. 



  Shana Marshburn, Planner II, Planning & Development, presented the item to the City 
Council. 
 
  APPROVED PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION REGARDING 
PETITION M-2023-28 BY WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CENTER, INC. TO REZONE 
APPROXIMATELY 1.1 ACRES AT 731, 735, 741, & 763 MCDOW DRIVE AND ADJACENT 
RIGHT-OF-WAY FROM MULTI-FAMILY 15 (MF-15) TO OFFICE AND INSTITUTIONAL (OI). 
TAX PARCELS 631-11-01-006 TO -008, AND -012 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved Planning Commission recommendation regarding petition M-
2023-28 by Westminster Presbyterian Center, Inc. to rezone approximately 1.1 acres at 731, 
735, 741, & 763 McDow Drive and adjacent right-of-way from Multi-Family 15 (MF-15) to Office 
and Institutional (OI). Tax Parcels 631-11-01-006 to -008, and -012. 
  The applicant is requesting rezoning for consistent zoning over the entire campus and 
for the ability to expand the continuing care facility with 10 additional units along McDow Drive. 
The Planning Commission recommended approval of the rezoning at their October 3, 2023 
meeting by a vote of 4-0 (Christopher, Dicks, and Nazeer absent). 
  Dennis Fields, Planner III, Planning & Development, presented the item to the City 
Council. 
 
  ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL 
CODE BY MAKING CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AFFECTING 
APPROXIMATELY 1.1 ACRES LOCATED ON MCDOW DRIVE FROM MULTI-FAMILY 15 
(MF-15) TO OFFICE AND INSTITUTIONAL (OI) – First Reading 
  An ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF ROCK HILL CODE BY MAKING CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP AFFECTING APPROXIMATELY 1.1 ACRES LOCATED ON MCDOW DRIVE 
FROM MULTI-FAMILY 15 (MF-15) TO OFFICE AND INSTITUTIONAL (OI) was given first 
reading upon a motion by Councilmember Pender, which was duly seconded and unanimously 
approved.  
  This ordinance will enact the OI zoning for the properties at 731, 735, 741, & 763 
McDow Drive as recommended by the Planning Commission. 
  Dennis Fields, Planner III, Planning & Development, presented the item to the City 
Council.  
 
 
  APPROVED CITY OF ROCK HILL PARK REGULATIONS 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember Pender, which was duly seconded and unanimously 
approved, approved City of Rock Hill Park Regulations. 
  The Parks, Recreation & Tourism (PRT) Department prepares an updated list of City 
parks and centers, including the rules and regulations that govern them. This list was last 
updated in 2020 and is used for a variety of purposes including insurance coverage. No 
significant changes have been made to any of the current regulations. Additional regulations 
for individual parks can be found on the City’s website. The Public Parks and Recreation 
Commission and staff recommended approval. 
  John Taylor, Director, Parks, Recreation & Tourism, presented the item to the City 



Council. 
 
  ACCEPTED THE CERTIFICATION OF ELECTION OF OCTOBER 17, 2023 
  The York County Board of Canvassers has confirmed the results of the Rock Hill 
Municipal General Election of October 17, 2023. The “Statements and Returns of Votes” from 
the Board of Canvassers details the results of all votes given in each precinct in this year’s 
election. City Council formally received this information and made it part of the official record of 
the City. No action was taken. 
  Paul Dillingham, City Attorney, presented the item to the City Council. 
  Mayor Gettys and Councilmember Black congratulated Mayor Pro Tem Lindsay for 
reelection to serve Ward 1, Councilmember K. Sutton for reelection to serve Ward 3, and Brent 
Faulkenberry for election to serve Ward 2. 
 
  APPROVED EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT WITH CITY MANAGER 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember Black, which was duly seconded and unanimously 
approved, approved an employment agreement with the City Manager.  
  Mayor Gettys presented the item. 
 

ANNOUNCED SMARTSWITCH AND CUSTOMERCONNECT WINNERS 
Mayor Gettys announced Mary Duncan as this month’s SmartSwitch winner and Kendra 

Crawford as this month’s CustomerConnect winner. Both were chosen at random by computer 
and each will receive a $50 credit on their next utility bill.   

 
CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
There were no committee reports.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
Mayor Gettys announced that leaf pickup season would start on October 30. 
 
RETURNED TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

  
RETURNED TO SPECIAL SESSION 
Mayor Gettys reported that City Council met in executive session and that no action was 

taken. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Minutes approved and adopted this _____ day of __________ 2023. 
 
 

      _________________________    
      Anne P. Harty, Municipal Clerk  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   


