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PUBLIC PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
Tuesday, October 3, 2023 

Glencairn Garden Learning Center 
6:00 PM 

 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT: Rene Brannan, Lawrence Brown, Jr., Bev Carroll, Larry Erwin, Toy Rhea, Matt Watson  
STAFF: John Taylor, Mark Sexton, Rebekah Ardis, Leslie Ballard, Jesse Holliman, David Linder, Kevin Lynch, Garnet 

McKeown, Mark Taylor 
GUEST(S): N/A 
 

CITIZENS’   
COMMENTS: N/A 
 

STAFF  
HIGHLIGHT: My name is Mark Allen Taylor, Jr. was born in Northern California.  We relocated to Rock Hill during 

middle school, where I attended Rawlinson Road and then went to Northwestern High School.  My wife 
and I have been married for 17 years and we have two beautiful boys whom I love dearly. I have been a 
welder in the city and in the surrounding area for most of my working career.  I also started my own 
company, Freestyle Fab LLC, in 2018.  My hobbies include fishing, golf, attending church regularly, hiking 
and boating, and just spending time with my family.   

 

MINUTES: The meeting minutes from September 6, 2023, were approved.  Commissioner Rhea made a motion to 
approve meeting minutes with Commissioner Brannan seconding.  All were in favor. 

 

OLD 
BUSINESS:  Strategic Plan Update  

• Director Taylor mentioned that staff is compiling the results from the first quarter (July-September) 
and will have the updated report for the Commissioners at next month’s meeting.   

  
 Master Plan Update 

• Rebekah Ardis gave a workforce development update on behalf of Andrea Barnette, that during 
September she provided two job shadow days for a homeschool student looking to enter the tourism 
industry post-graduation.  In October, will have a booth at the York County SC Works Fall Job Fair on 
Wednesday, October 4, as well as hosting The Works! program on October 20.  Rebekah also provided 
the weekday tourism report, which included a SC Native Plant Society Association’s County Chapter 
meeting on August 22, and Fanuc America Corporation’s Robotics Workshop from September 18-21.  
Both generated approximately $37,000 in economic impact.  Andrea is assisting with the US Disc Golf 
Championships’ Opening Reception and Hall of Fame Ceremony on October 4 and 3-D Systems’ 
Annual Southeast Conference on October 24-26. 

• Sports Tourism:  The City’s outdoor venues hosted eight events in September that produced an event 
economic impact of a little over $3m and over 38,000 visitors.  We will host four events in October, 
including the BMX Fall Nationals and we expect approximately 24,000 visitors during the month. 
The indoor center hosted 1 event with a $155,000 economic impact and roughly 20,000 visitors.  

October has seven events, including Winthrop’s Esports, basketball, and a college scrimmage.  

• Maintenance/Infrastructure & Connectivity:  GGLC remodel is in process, the Glencairn Garden bridge 

handrail is being fabricated, and should be ready to install in a couple of weeks, and the breezeway at 

BMX is being repainted.  BMX sidewalk connectors are in the second review of the design phase.  

Fountain Park turf installation has started.  Manchester Meadows shed is opening for bids and the 

exterior second-floor doors are in process, Carroll Park ADA sidewalks are in the last phase, and Boyd 

Hill received its new park sign and Carroll Park’s will be next.  83 Reynolds demolishing has been 
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completed for the new regional park.  McGirt Auditorium demolition has started, and the asbestos 

remediation is to start soon.  Programming at Emmett Scott should be able to continue as normal.  

There will be a second community feedback session in November depending on a contractual 

agreement.  Commissioner Rhea asked about plans for bus stop benches.  Staff will reach out to 

Jeremy Winkler for an update.  Commissioner Brannan asked how Rock Hill Lake Park did through the 

summer.  Staff responded that it did well and are getting good feedback. 

NEW 

BUSINESS: Advisory Committee Report 

• David Linder shared that the football program continues to grow and gave kudos to Julian Patton and 
Coach Wallace for safety and education.  He then shared a situation for the Commission to be aware 
of regarding a former coach.  After being suspended five years ago, the gentleman has appealed to the 
Football Advisory Committee.  They have allowed this gentleman to come back as an assistant coach 
only if he attends all safety clinics and gets coaching certification.  Commissioners Brannan and Rhea 
requested that he be on probation period and sign a code of ethics agreement. 

• Commissioner Watson reported on the recent Outdoors/Trails & Greenways Advisory Committee 
meeting.  Working on creating a master list with existing trails and distances for the website.  
 

Facility Update 

• Mark Sexton reported that Rock Hill Sports & Event Center has new “City of Rock Hill” branding signs 
suitable for photos, television, and live streaming, which will give viewership awareness of where the 
event is being held. 
 

Community Outreach & Partnership Report 

• Garnet McKeown shared that the Senior Health Fair was well received.  There were approximately 45 
vendors and 275-300 attendees.   David Linder shared that the Rock Hill School District/Sullivan Middle 
School and the staff at the Tennis Center built a PE curriculum for the month of September.  They 
worked with 200+ kids/day over the course of four weeks. 

 

ADDITIONAL 
COMMENTS: Mark Sexton mentioned that the city is going after a competitive transportation grant study.  They 

may need someone from our commission to sit on the Committee if we receive the federal grant.  He 
then reported that the staff has spoken to Benny and is available during the November meeting.  Due 
to daylight, staff recommends moving it to the Enclosed Shelter at Cherry Park and bringing the bench 
to unveil.  There will be a staff Holiday Luncheon that will be held on the same day as the monthly 
Commission meeting in December.   

  

EXECUTIVE 
SESSION:                   Commissioner Watson made a motion to enter an Executive Session to discuss various contracts and 

business decisions at 7:01 PM.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Brannan.  All were in 
favor. 
Commissioners came out of the Executive Session at 7:11 PM.  No decisions were made, and no votes 
were taken. 

   

NEXT MEETING(S): Tuesday, November 7, 2023, at 6 PM at Cherry Park’s Enclosed Shelter and will be recognizing former 
Commissioner Benny Evans. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:11 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Rebekah Ardis 


