
Council Chambers 
Regular Session 

Monday, May 13, 2024 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – 4:45 P.M. 
Upon a motion by Councilmember Reno, which was duly seconded and unanimously 

approved, the Council went into Executive Session to discuss ten matters. None of the matters 
were scheduled to appear on the agenda except for the last item. The Council discussed an 
existing intergovernmental agreement and received legal advice related thereto, discussed and 
received legal advice and background information related to potential contracts concerning the 
sale and/or purchase of property near downtown, Heckle Boulevard, and Anderson Road, 
discussed background information and received legal advice concerning zoning, code 
enforcement, and property tax related matters, and discussed Council appointments to City 
Boards and Commissions.     

 
CITIZENS HEARING – 5:30 P.M. 
Stacey Anderson, President of Juneteenth Board, and Board members Seberina Myles, 

Rose Garvey, and Sandra Oborokumo provided a presentation regarding the Juneteenth 
celebration to the City Council.  

 
REGULAR SESSION – 6:00 P.M.  

 Council met in Regular Session with Mayor Gettys, Mayor Pro Tem Lindsay and 
Councilmembers Black, Reno, K. Sutton, and P. Sutton. Councilmember Faulkenberry was not 
in attendance. Also present were City Manager David Vehaun, Deputy City Manager Steven 
Gibson, Deputy City Manager Jimmy Bagley, City Attorney Paul Dillingham, and Municipal 
Clerk Anne P. Harty. No members of the media were in attendance.  
   
  RECOGNIZED INSIDE ROCK HILL GRADUATES 
  Twenty years ago, Inside Rock Hill had their first class, and today we are celebrating 
the 40th session of Inside Rock Hill. This program is the City’s free 10-week civics course that 
covers all aspects of the City’s operations and gives citizens an inside look at how the City of 
Rock Hill operates. Twenty-three (23) citizens have completed the requirements for graduation 
this session, for a total of 903 graduates who are ambassadors for our great City. 
  The current graduates recognized were John Arant, Diane Crawford, Phillip Crawford, 
Caroline Erdrich, Oscar Fernandez, Patty Fernandez, Susan Hannon, Benita Harris, Joan 
Henley, Ellen Johnson, Queen Lundy, Kevin Lynch, Jeffrey Nel, Chloe Nunez, Niels Olsen, 
Rosemary Sparacio, Anthony Sparacio, Dennis Stull, Nancy Stull, and Chloe Thomas. Honor 
graduates were Karen Craig, John Henley, and Rhonda Lynch. All graduates were in 
attendance, with the exception of John Arant and Susan Hannon.  
  Leslie Galvez, Community Engagement Coordinator, Neighborhood Services, 
presented the item to the City Council. 
 
  RECOGNIZED ROCK HILL POLICE DEPARTMENT CADETS 
  The City of Rock Hill’s Police Cadet Program provides young men and women aged 16 
to 20 an opportunity to gain knowledge, experience, and a better understanding of the law 



enforcement profession. While in this inaugural program, Cadets participated in classroom 
instruction, hands-on activities, live demonstrations, and community events. Police Cadets who 
have completed the program are Prince Brockington, Chelsei Brown, Sierra Hunter, and 
Neveah Moffat. Cadets Brockington, Brown, and Moffat were in attendance. 
  Chief Chris Watts, Police, and Sergeant William Andrews Jr., Police, presented the item 
to the City Council. 
  Cadets Brockington, Brown, and Moffat addressed the City Council.  
 
  RECOGNIZED MAY 12 – 18, 2024 AS NATIONAL POLICE WEEK AND 
PROCLAIMED MAY 15, 2024 AS NATIONAL PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL DAY 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved a proclamation to proclaim May 15, 2024 as National Peace 
Officers Memorial Day. 
  May 12-18, 2024 is National Police Week and May 15 has been designated as National 
Peace Officers Memorial Day by the President and Congress. The proclamation recognized 
those law enforcement officers who have made the ultimate sacrifice in service to their 
community or have become disabled in the performance of duty, and honors those law 
enforcement officers presently serving our community. Police Chief Chris Watts recognized 
four City of Rock Hill Police Officers who lost their lives while serving the people of Rock Hill. 
Those Officers were Robert G. Johnston – 1910, Robert Morris McFadden – 1933, William 
Alphonso Singleton – 1968, and Steven Wayne Jordan – 1975. 
  Chief Chris Watts, Police, presented the item to the City Council.  
 
  RECOGNIZED ROCK HILL FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR RECOGNITION BY 
GOVERNOR HENRY MCMASTER AND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CENTER OF 
EXCELLENCE IN ADDICTION 
  The Rock Hill Fire Department was recognized by Governor Henry McMaster and the 
South Carolina Center of Excellence in Addiction at the 2024 SC Governor’s Opioid and 
Addiction Summit Awards Ceremony on April 30, 2024 for the ongoing effort to save lives by 
administering the overdose-reversal drug naloxone in emergency situations. 
  Chief Mike Blackmon, Fire Department, presented the item to the City Council.  
 
  PROCLAIMED MAY 19 – 25, 2024 AS NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember Reno, which was duly seconded and unanimously 
approved, approved a proclamation to proclaim May 19-25, 2024 as National Public Works 
Week. 
  National Public Works Week was created to honor the contributions Public Works 
makes to the community in planning, building, managing, and operating sustainable and 
resilient communities.  
  Terrence Nealy, Director, Public Works, presented the item to the City Council.  
 
 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, the City Council approved the following 
three agenda items.  
 
  APPROVED MINUTES OF SPECIAL SESSION OF APRIL 22, 2024 



 
  APPROVED MINUTES OF WORK SESSION OF APRIL 24, 2024 
 
  ORDINANCE GRANTING PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY USE AND FRANCHISE BY 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF ROCK HILL AND SOUTH CAROLINA 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS GROUP HOLDINGS, LLC D/B/A SEGRA FOR 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES – Adopted 
  There were no changes to the ordinance since first reading.  
   
 
  ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE EXCHANGE OF REAL PROPERTY OWNED 
BY THE CITY OF ROCK HILL, LOCATED ON HECKLE BOULEVARD, ROCK HILL, SOUTH 
CAROLINA, FOR REAL PROPERTY OWNED BY FRANK ROACH POST 34 OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION – First Reading 
  An ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE EXCHANGE OF REAL 
PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY OF ROCK HILL, LOCATED ON HECKLE BOULEVARD, 
ROCK HILL, SOUTH CAROLINA, FOR REAL PROPERTY OWNED BY FRANK ROACH 
POST 34 OF THE AMERICAN LEGION was given first reading upon a motion by 
Councilmember Black, which was duly seconded and unanimously approved.  
  The City and Frank Roach Post 34 of the American Legion previously agreed for the 
City to enter into a long-term lease of property behind the American Legion located on Heckle 
Boulevard. This leased property would be developed as a park and baseball facility which 
would be utilized by the American Legion-sponsored baseball teams and the public. The City 
intends to apply for a grant for the purpose of providing funding for this project. However, the 
grant requires actual ownership of the park property. This ordinance facilitates the transfer of 
such park property to the City in exchange for nearby property presently owned by the City to 
the American Legion. The City and American Legion would share in the proceeds of any future 
sales of the property, which will be transferred to American Legion. The City Manager and City 
Attorney recommended approval.  
  Steven Gibson, Deputy City Manager, presented the item to the City Council.   
 
   
  APPROVED A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE 
AND SUPPORT AGREEMENT 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember Black, which was duly seconded and unanimously 
approved, approved a Resolution to Approve Law Enforcement Assistance and Support 
Agreement.  
  This agreement allows the Catawba Indian Nation and the Rock Hill Police Department 
to send law enforcement officers for mutual aid law enforcement assistance. There is no 
obligation to send police officers, but the agreement provides jurisdiction and rules if officers 
are sent. This agreement is similar to existing mutual aid agreements between the City and 
other law enforcement agencies. Staff recommended approval. 
  Chief Chris Watts, Police, presented the item to the City Council.  
 
  APPROVED UPDATE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING FOCUS AREAS, GOALS, 
OBJECTIVES, AND PERFORMANCE MEASURES 



  Upon a motion by Councilmember Black, which was duly seconded and unanimously 
approved, approved update of Strategic Planning Focus Areas, Goals, Objectives, and 
Performance Measures.  
  The City has utilized strategic planning as the primary method to align resources with 
predetermined initiatives since 2003. The proposed strategic plan is a full re-write, completed 
once every three years. City Council reviewed the goals, objectives, and performance 
measures during its Council Retreat in January and the first budget workshop in April. Staff 
recommended approval for FY2025 through FY2027 Strategic Plan.  
  Lisa Brown, Director, Economic & Urban Development, presented the item to the City 
Council.  
 
 
  ANNOUNCED SMARTSWITCH AND CUSTOMERCONNECT WINNERS 

Mayor Gettys announced Clarence Barber Jr. as the SmartSwitch winner and Stanley 
R. Wile as the CustomerConnect winner. Both were chosen at random by computer and each 
will receive a $50 credit on their next utility bill.   

 
CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
There were no committee reports.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
Jimmy Bagley, Deputy City Manager, provided an update to the City Council on the 

April 20, 2024 storm cleanup efforts and the availability of assistance to homeowners through 
the Housing Development Corporation.   

 
RETURNED TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

  
RETURNED TO REGULAR SESSION 
Mayor Gettys reported that City Council met in executive session and that no action was 

taken. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Minutes approved and adopted this _____ day of __________ 2024. 
 
 

      _________________________    
      Anne P. Harty, Municipal Clerk  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   


