
Rock Hill Community Relations Council Meeting  

Meeting Minutes – December 14, 2023  

 150 Johnston St., Rock Hill, SC  

Attending: Shekinah Miller, Reginald Brackett, Victor Street, Maggie Schwietert, Kameron Mitchell, 
Summersby Okey-Hamrick (virtual), Lindsey Machak, Cynthia Ware, Darryl Cunningham(virtual), Taninya 
Smith, Rena Hunter, Gigi Anderson  

City Liaisons: Jason Weil and Leslie Galvez 

Absent: Ann Williamson  

I. Call to Order 
Call to order @5:50 PM with a moment of Silence 

II. Moment of Silence and Purpose Review  

Purpose Review and Reading of the minutes from the November 8 meeting. 

III. Approval of Minutes from November’s Meeting  
The minutes were accepted as written without any correction. 
IV. MLK Breakfast/Event 

The tickets are live on Eventbrite as of today. There will be no physical tickets this year. All tickets will be Will 
Call. There are 25 sponsors thus far, with the school district being the biggest sponsor ($2,000.00). $13,540.00 
sponsorship money has been received, not counting walk-ins. There will be a list of the sponsors and a separate 
list for the online and walk-in sales at the site on the morning of the breakfast.  

We then moved onto The Dream Keeper award. The question was asked whether a city employee is eligible to 
receive the award. It was said that they are and cited instances where in the past there have been winners who 
were employed by the city. William “Dub” Massey was voted this year’s Dream Keeper. We will ask someone 
from his fraternity to do the presenting. It was suggested that at the Black History Program, we acknowledge the 
nominees that did not win this year’s award.  

The caterer is Ultimate Styles and Taste (Debra Davis). Everything has been put in place and she has been 
notified. Keith Wilkes has submitted his contract to the City to be the photographer of record. Angelo Geter has 
been confirmed, Jason will doublecheck with him about the youth poet laureate and whether she would be there.  
He confirmed during the meeting that she will participate as well.  First Baptist will provide the videographer as 
an in-kind donation.  We will list their name as a sponsor. We have received one online essay as of today. 
Cynthia reiterated that all online essays must be time stamped by 11:59 PM on Friday, December 15, 2023, to 
be considered. Cynthia will be picking up the essays from the schools on December 15.  

Reginald has spoken to the schools about volunteer opportunities for students wanting or needing volunteer 
hours/credits. The NPHC will be helping to set up on Saturday for the Sunday, January 14 youth engagement 
event. This event will be held in the gym, media center and the conference area of Clinton College. The gym is 
the starting area, with the welcome from the president, and an explanation of the purpose for the program, then 
onto the breakout sessions. It was suggested that we only do 2 breakout sessions and have the speakers rotate 
rather than the youth. Jason suggested that we separate by age, because different ages are interested in different 
things and presentation style will necessarily be different. It was suggested that there is a facilitator in each 
breakout session, to keep the conversation flowing. Cynthia asked the group to not dictate what the presenters 



say, so that they appear genuine. Give them prompts or bullet points and let them flow with it. Rena volunteered 
to man the sign in sheets for the attendees. It was decided that there will not be a drop off, parents must stay 
with their youth, if they are non-driving and under 15. The ages will be 12U and 13 and over.  

Shekinah says that Atrium is looking for volunteer opportunities, so she thinks that she can get them to help 
with the set up for the breakfast. The goal is to get 40 volunteers for the set up and 40 for the take down. She 
also stated that repeat volunteers will know what they need to do and can help those that are new.  

The program was worked on next. A draft of who would cover each portion was worked up. 

V. Black History Month  

Due to the lateness of the hour, we will table Black History Month discussion. We will follow up at a later time 
on Black History. 

VI. Adjournment 

We will have a subcommittee zoom meeting, Tuesday, December 18 at 6:00 PM to discuss the essays that have 
been submitted. Meeting was adjourned 7:20 PM 


