
Council Chambers 
Special Session 

Monday, October 28, 2024 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – 5:00 P.M. 
Upon a motion by Councilmember Black, which was duly seconded and unanimously 

approved, the Council went into Executive Session to discuss six matters. None of the matters 
were scheduled to appear on the agenda. The Council received legal advice and background 
information concerning an existing matter where the City is a lienholder, discussed background 
information and received legal advice concerning potential intergovernmental agreements 
involving utilities and emergency services, and discussed background information and 
received legal advice concerning potential contracts for the purchase, sale, or development of 
City owned real estate near I-77, Dave Lyle Boulevard, and Heckle Boulevard.  

 
SPECIAL SESSION – 6:00 P.M.  

 Council met in Special Session with Mayor Gettys, Mayor Pro Tem Lindsay and 
Councilmembers Black, Faulkenberry, Reno, K. Sutton, and P. Sutton. Also present were City 
Manager David Vehaun, Deputy City Manager Steven Gibson, Deputy City Manager Jimmy 
Bagley, City Attorney Paul Dillingham and Municipal Clerk Anne P. Harty. No members of the 
media were in attendance.  
   
   
  RECOGNIZED THE PARKS, RECREATION & TOURISM DEPARTMENT FOR 
EARNING ACCREDITATION THROUGH THE COMMISSION FOR ACCREDITATION OF 
PARK AND RECREATION AGENCIES (CAPRA) AND THE NATIONAL RECREATION AND 
PARK ASSOCIATION (NRPA) 
  The City Council recognized the Parks, Recreation & Tourism Department for earning 
accreditation through the Commission for Accreditation of Park and Recreation Agencies 
(CAPRA) and the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA).  
  The Parks, Recreation & Tourism Department earned accreditation through the 
Commission for Accreditation of Park and Recreation Agencies (CAPRA) and the National 
Recreation and Park Association (NRPA). CAPRA accreditation is the only national 
accreditation for park and recreation agencies and measures an agency’s overall quality of 
operation, management, and service to the community. This mark of distinction indicates that 
an agency has met rigorous standards related to the management and administration of lands, 
facilities, resources, programs, safety, and services. 
  Jim Headley, Executive Director, South Carolina Recreation and Parks Association, 
presented the item to the City Council.  
  Mark Sexton, Director, Parks, Recreation & Tourism, addressed the City Council. 
 
  RECOGNIZED THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT FOR THE CERTIFICATE OF 
ACHIEVEMENT FOR EXCELLENCE IN FINANCIAL REPORTING FROM THE 
GOVERNMENT FINANCE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION (GFOA)  
  The City Council recognized the Finance Department for the Certificate of Achievement 
for Excellence in Financial Reporting from the Government Finance Officers Association 
(GFOA). 



  The Finance Department received the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in 
Financial Reporting for the FY2023 Annual Comprehensive Financial Report from the 
Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA). The 
award is the highest form of recognition in governmental accounting and financial reporting 
and represents a significant accomplishment for the City of Rock Hill. 
  Drew Cooper, Financial Compliance Manager, presented the item to the City Council.  
 
  RECOGNIZED THE CITY OF ROCK HILL FOR RECEIVING THE VOICE OF THE 
PEOPLE AWARD FOR TRANSFORMATION IN EDUCATION, ARTS, AND CULTURE 
  The City Council recognized the City of Rock Hill for receiving the Voice of the People 
Award for Transformation in Education, Arts, and Culture.  
  The City of Rock Hill received the Voice of the People Award for Transformation in 
Education, Arts, and Culture from Polco based on resident input from the most recent National 
Citizen Survey. Polco has conducted citizen surveys for the City of Rock Hill since 2003. 
  Lisa Brown, Director, Economic & Urban Development, presented the item to the City 
Council. 
 
  RECOGNIZED THE CITY OF ROCK HILL FOR RECEIVING THE VOICE OF THE 
PEOPLE AWARD FOR TRANSFORMATION IN UTILITIES 
  The City Council recognized the City of Rock Hill for receiving the Voice of the People 
Award for Transformation in Utilities.  
  The City of Rock Hill received the Voice of the People Award for Transformation in 
Utilities from Polco based on resident input from the most recent National Citizen Survey. 
Polco has conducted citizen surveys for the City of Rock Hill since 2003. 
  Lisa Brown, Director, Economic & Urban Development, presented the item to the City 
Council. 
 
 
  MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION OF OCTOBER 14, 2024 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember Black, which was duly seconded and unanimously 
approved, approved Minutes of the Regular Session of October 14, 2024. 
 
 
  APPROVED A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL 
FOR THE CLOSING OF A PORTION OF LEE STREET TO VEHICULAR AND PEDESTRIAN 
TRAFFIC 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember Reno, which was duly seconded and unanimously 
approved, approved a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Rock Hill for the Closing of a 
Portion of Lee Street to Vehicular and Pedestrian Traffic. 
  This proposed partial Lee Street road closing is necessary to facilitate parking and 
adjacent commercial development. The City Manager and City Attorney recommended 
approval. 
  Paul Dillingham, City Attorney, presented the item to the City Council.  
 
 
   CONSIDERED SUPPORT OF PENNIES FOR PROGRESS REFERENDUM 
    York County voters will be voting on extending the Pennies for Progress Capital Projects 



Sales Tax funding for road improvements. 
  Rick Lee, 623 Meadowbrook Lane, Pennies for Progress Committee Member, 
addressed the City Council.   
 
  APPROVED EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT WITH CITY MANAGER 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved an employment agreement with the City Manager. 
  Mayor Gettys presented the item.  
 
 
  ANNOUNCED SMARTSWITCH AND CUSTOMERCONNECT WINNERS 

Mayor Gettys announced Diane Saxon-Cummings as the SmartSwitch winner and Cory 
Martin as the CustomerConnect winner. Both were chosen at random by computer and each 
will receive a $50 credit on their next utility bill.   

 
CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
There were no committee reports.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
Councilmember Reno commented that leaf pick up would begin the first week in 

November and would continue until February. 
 
RETURNED TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Mayor Gettys reported that the City Council is in executive session and would like to 

add an item to the Executive Session agenda to receive legal advice regarding a potential 
litigation matter. Upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved adding the item to the Executive Session agenda. This item 
was not scheduled to appear on the agenda. 

 
RETURNED TO SPECIAL SESSION 
Mayor Gettys reported that City Council met in executive session and that no action was 

taken. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Minutes approved and adopted this _____ day of __________ 2024. 
 
 

      _________________________    
      Anne P. Harty, Municipal Clerk  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   


