
Council Chambers 
Regular Session 

Monday, November 11, 2024 
 
 
CITIZENS HEARING – 5:30 P.M. 
No citizens spoke at the Citizens Hearing.  

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and 

unanimously approved, the Council went into Executive Session to discuss three matters. 
None of the matters were scheduled to appear on the agenda. The Council received legal 
advice and background information concerning two potential zoning litigation matters and 
discussed background information and received legal advice concerning an existing litigation 
matter.      

 
REGULAR SESSION – 6:00 P.M.  

 Council met in Regular Session with Mayor Gettys, Mayor Pro Tem Lindsay and 
Councilmembers Black, Faulkenberry, K. Sutton, and P. Sutton. Councilmember Reno was not 
in attendance. Also present were City Manager David Vehaun, Deputy City Manager Steven 
Gibson, Deputy City Manager Jimmy Bagley, City Attorney Paul Dillingham and Municipal 
Clerk Anne P. Harty. No members of the media were in attendance.  
   
  
  PROCLAIMED NOVEMBER 17-23 AS NATIONAL HUNGER AND HOMELESSNESS 
AWARENESS WEEK 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember Black, which was duly seconded and unanimously 
approved, proclaimed November 17-23 as National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness 
Week. 
  This proclamation recognizes November 17-23 as National Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness Week and applauds the efforts of the Catawba Area Coalition for the Homeless 
(CACH) and other programs in providing assistance to those in need. 
  Melissa Carlyle, Executive Director, and Carol Harvey, Chair, Catawba Area Coalition 
for the Homeless (CACH), addressed the City Council. 
 
 
  APPROVED MINUTES OF SPECIAL SESSION OF OCTOBER 28, 2024 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved Minutes of Special Session of October 28, 2024. 
 
   
  ORDINANCE TO CONSIDER AMENDMENT TO PURCHASE AND SALE 
AGREEMENT FOR THE SALE OF PROPERTY ON WEST WHITE STREET, ROCK HILL, 
SOUTH CAROLINA BY THE CITY OF ROCK HILL TO WP HERALD, LLC - Adopted 
  An Ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE TO CONSIDER AMENDMENT TO 
PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT FOR THE SALE OF PROPERTY ON WEST WHITE 
STREET, ROCK HILL, SOUTH CAROLINA BY THE CITY OF ROCK HILL TO WP HERALD, 
LLC was given second reading and adopted upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, 
which was duly seconded and unanimously approved. 
  The City and WP Herald, LLC previously entered into a Purchase and Sale Agreement 
for certain properties on or near White Street along with numerous amendments to extend the 



closing date. The purpose of this amendment is to add property to be conveyed to WP Herald, 
LLC in exchange for certain property to be conveyed from WP Herald, LLC to the City along 
with the City agreeing to terminate certain easement rights on property owned or to be owned 
by WP Herald, LLC. City Council previously approved first reading of this ordinance. City 
Management and the City Attorney recommended approval.  
  Paul Dillingham, City Attorney, presented the item to the City Council.   
 
  RECONSIDERED SECOND READING OF AN ORDINANCE FOR PARTIAL 
ABANDONMENT OF UTILITY RIGHTS OF WAY AND EASEMENTS ON PROPERTY 
LOCATED ON ANDERSON ROAD IN THE CITY OF ROCK HILL 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved reconsideration of second reading of an Ordinance for 
Partial Abandonment of Utility Rights of Way and Easements on Property located on Anderson 
Road in the City of Rock Hill. 
  Council approved the ordinance with the condition that the electric easement would be 
abandoned after the completion of a newly constructed automotive center. The actual name of 
the business may change. Therefore, Council was asked to reconsider the ordinance so that 
the easement will be fully abandoned after the completion of an automotive center without the 
need to identify the franchise name at this time. The following item approved the revised 
ordinance. The City Attorney recommended approval. 
  Paul Dillingham, City Attorney, presented the item to the City Council. 
 
  ORDINANCE FOR PARTIAL ABANDONMENT OF UTILITY RIGHTS OF WAY AND 
EASEMENTS ON PROPERTY LOCATED ON ANDERSON ROAD IN THE CITY OF ROCK 
HILL – Adopted 
  An Ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE FOR PARTIAL ABANDONMENT OF UTILITY 
RIGHTS OF WAY AND EASEMENTS ON PROPERTY LOCATED ON ANDERSON ROAD IN 
THE CITY OF ROCK HILL was given second reading and adopted upon a motion by 
Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and unanimously approved. 
  The property owner requested that the City abandon an old electric easement so the 
property can develop as an automotive center. Staff and the City Attorney recommended 
approval. 
  Paul Dillingham, City Attorney, presented the item to the City Council. 
 
  APPROVED INVOLUNTARY DEMOLITION 
  Upon a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Lindsay, which was duly seconded and unanimously 
approved, approved involuntary demolition of the property at 422 Williamson Street. 
  The property at 422 Williamson Street meets the Municipal Code’s requirements for 
condemnation and has been deemed unfit by the City’s Code Official. In accordance with the 
ordinance, a public hearing was advertised and held, and the property placarded as 
condemned. The property will be scheduled for an involuntary demolition, and a lien will be 
filed to recover the cost. 
  Trey Parrish, Code Official, Neighborhood Services, presented the item to the City 
Council. 
 
  AUTHORIZED THE SELECTION OF GOODWYN MILLS CAWOOD (GMC) FOR 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR DEVELOPMENT OF THE SOUTHSIDE REGIONAL 
PARK  
  Upon a motion by Councilmember P. Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, authorized the selection of Goodwyn Mills Cawood (GMC) for 
professional services for development of the Southside Regional Park. 



  The Southside Regional Park project will transform approximately 100 acres of existing 
parks and City-owned property into a high-quality park with amenities such as trails, multi-use 
courts and fields while complementing the surrounding environment. The first phase of this 
project, Zone 1, is located north of Sunset Park Elementary off Heckle Boulevard, and will 
incorporate Arcade Park and a former landfill area. The selection committee reviewed bids for 
this first phase and recommended Goodwyn Mills Cawood (GMC) for professional services.  
  Mark Sexton, Director, Parks Recreation & Tourism, presented the item to the City 
Council. 
 
  APPROVED CANCELLING THE NOVEMBER 25, 2024 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved cancelling the November 25, 2024, City Council meeting. 
  There were no items to come before the City Council at the November 25th meeting, 
and staff recommended cancelling this meeting. The next City Council meeting is scheduled 
for December 9. 
  David Vehaun, City Manager, presented the item to the City Council. 
 
    
  ANNOUNCED SMARTSWITCH AND CUSTOMERCONNECT WINNERS 

Mayor Gettys announced Mercedes Killian as the SmartSwitch winner and Keith 
Hopkins as the CustomerConnect winner. Both were chosen at random by computer and each 
will receive a $50 credit on their next utility bill.   

 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
There were no committee reports.  
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
Mayor Gettys recognized Veteran’s Day and thanked Councilmember P. Sutton and all 

veterans for their service. 
Mayor Gettys expressed condolences on behalf of the City Council to the family of 

former Councilmember Melford Wilson. 
 
RETURNED TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 Mayor Gettys reported that City Council met earlier in executive session and that no 
action was taken. 

 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Minutes approved and adopted this _____ day of __________ 2024. 
 

 
 
      _________________________    
      Anne P. Harty, Municipal Clerk  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   


