
Council Chambers 
Regular Session 

Monday, September 8, 2025 
 
 

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE MEETING 
The Infrastructure Committee heard a presentation from Christopher Herrmann, 

Transportation Planner, Planning & Development. No action was taken. 
 
CITIZENS HEARING – 5:30 P.M. 
Etta Ziegler, 282 Barber Street, addressed the City Council regarding standing 

water and concern over possible mosquito infestation. 
Kirk Irwin, 143 North Confederate Avenue, addressed the City Council regarding 

the arts in Rock Hill. 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and 

unanimously approved, the Council went into Executive Session to discuss ten matters. 
None of the matters were scheduled to appear on the regular agenda except for the last 
item. The Council discussed background information and received privileged legal 
advice concerning contractual negotiations for the lease, sale, or purchase of City 
owned properties near Main Street, West Main Street, Lee Street and I-77; discussed 
and received legal advice pertaining to an existing intergovernmental agreement; 
received legal advice and background information concerning potential parks recreation 
and tourism related agreements and a potential agreement concerning, among other 
things, the extension of City utilities to a site along I-77; discussed the employment of 
two employees; and discussed Council appointments to City Boards and Commissions.   

 
REGULAR SESSION – 6:00 P.M.  

 Council met in Regular Session with Mayor Gettys, Mayor Pro Tem Lindsay and 
Councilmembers Black, Faulkenberry, Reno, K. Sutton and P. Sutton. Also present 
were City Manager David Vehaun, Deputy City Manager Steven Gibson, Deputy City 
Manager Jimmy Bagley, City Attorney Paul Dillingham and Municipal Clerk Maddison P. 
Wilkerson. Media in attendance was Ian Davis-Leonard, Post and Courier.   
  
 RECOGNIZED POLICE K-9 APOLLO FOR EXEMPLARY SERVICE 

The City Council recognized Police K-9 Apollo for exemplary service. 
Sergeant Andrew Hems, Police Department, presented Police K-9, Apollo, who 

was injured serving in the line of duty. 
 
  PROCLAIMED SEPTEMBER AS RACE EQUALITY MONTH 
 Upon a motion by Councilmember Reno, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved a proclamation naming September as Race Equality 
Month. 
 Members of the Community Relations Council, Cynthia Ware, Gemeta Anderson, 
Matt Hiers, and Margaret Schwietert, were present. 

Shekinah Miller, Chair, Community Relations Council, made a presentation to the 
City Council. 



   
  APPROVED MINUTES OF AUGUST 25, 2025 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved minutes of August 25, 2025. 
 
 
  ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE LEASE OF HANGAR AREA AT THE 
AIRPORT FROM THE CITY OF ROCK HILL TO SKYTECH, INC. – Adopted 
  An Ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE LEASE OF 
HANGAR AREA AT THE AIRPORT FROM THE CITY OF ROCK HILL TO SKYTECH, 
INC. was given second reading and adopted upon a motion by Councilmember Reno, 
which was duly seconded and unanimously approved. 
  There were no changes to the ordinance since first reading.  
  Steven Gould, Director, Airport, presented the item to the City Council.   
 
  ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE LEASE OF FIXED BASE OPERATIONS 
AT THE AIRPORT FROM THE CITY OF ROCK HILL TO SKYTECH, INC. – Adopted 
  An Ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE LEASE OF 
FIXED BASE OPERATIONS AT THE AIRPORT FROM THE CITY OF ROCK HILL TO 
SKYTECH, INC. was given second reading and adopted upon a motion by 
Councilmember Reno, which was duly seconded and unanimously approved. 
  The ordinance was amended to alleviate concerns should there be a transition to 
a new FBO. The lease term has been increased to 2-year periods with 1 year notice for 
cancellation. The ordinance/lease also includes a clause regarding cooperation 
between Skytech and any new FBO during a potential transition period. Additionally, 
language regarding leased space in the fuel farm has been changed to allow for 
potential installation of new fuel tanks by a third party in the future. Staff and City 
Attorney recommended approval. 
  Steven Gould, Director, Airport, presented the item to the City Council.   
 
  
  APPROVED PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION ON PETITION 
M-2025-13 BY KRISTEN AND MICHAEL SLOAN TO REZONE APPROXIMATELY 
12.14 ACRES AT 3263 HOMESTEAD ROAD FROM SINGLE FAMILY-5 (SF-5) TO 
RURAL (RU). TAX PARCEL 590-04-01-001  
  Upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved Planning Commission recommendation on petition M-
2025-13 by Kristen and Michael Sloan to rezone approximately 12.14 acres at 3263 
Homestead Road from Single Family-5 (SF-5) to Rural (RU). Tax Parcel 590-04-01-001. 
  The applicants, Kristen and Michael Sloan, are requesting rezoning to allow for 
the construction of a single-family detached home served with a private septic system 
instead of connecting to the public sanitary sewer due to the distance and cost of 
connection. The requested RU zoning provides for the use of a private septic system in 
the event a connection to the existing sanitary sewer system is not readily available and 
costly. The Planning Commission recommended approval at their September 2, 2025 
meeting by a vote of 6-0 (Nazeer absent).  
  Shana Marshburn, Planner III, Planning & Development, presented the item to 
the City Council.  
 



  ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROCK 
HILL CODE BY MAKING CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
AFFECTING APPROXIMATELY 12.14 ACRES LOCATED ON HOMESTEAD ROAD 
FROM SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL-5 (SF-5) TO RURAL (RU) – First Reading  
  An ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL CODE BY MAKING CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AFFECTING APPROXIMATELY 12.14 ACRES LOCATED 
ON HOMESTEAD ROAD FROM SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL-5 (SF-5) TO RURAL 
(RU) was given first reading upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was 
duly seconded and unanimously approved. 
  This ordinance will enact the RU zoning for the property located at 3263 
Homestead Road as recommended by the Planning Commission. 
  Shana Marshburn, Planner III, Planning & Development, presented the item to 
the City Council.  
 
  REJECTED PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION ON PETITION T-
2025-01 BY THE ROCK HILL CITY COUNCIL TO AMEND OR ELIMINATE THE 
DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT (DOD) STANDARDS AND PROPERTIES INCLUDED 
WITHIN THE DISTRICT 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, rejected Planning Commission recommendation on petition T-
2025-01 by the Rock Hill City Council to amend or eliminate the Design Overlay District 
(DOD) standards and properties included within the district.  
  The City Council requested staff review the Design Overlay District (DOD) 
regulations regarding cost concerns and meeting particular standards, including the 
possibility of eliminating the overlay district altogether. The Planning Commission did 
not recommend approval at their September 2, 2025 meeting by a vote of 2-4 (Graham, 
Goodner, Haselrig and Watts opposed; Nazeer absent).  
  Leah Youngblood, Director, Planning & Development, presented the item to the 
City Council.  
 
  ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROCK 
HILL CODE, CHAPTER 4: LAND USE: PRIMARY USES, CHAPTER 5: LAND USE, 
ACCESSORY AND TEMPORARY USES, CHAPTER 6: COMMUNITY DESIGN 
STANDARDS, CHAPTER 8: DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS, AND CHAPTER 9: SITE 
AND BUILDING DESIGN STANDARDS CONCERNING THE DESIGN OVERLAY 
DISTRICT 
  An Ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL CODE, CHAPTER 4: LAND USE: PRIMARY USES, 
CHAPTER 5: LAND USE, ACCESSORY AND TEMPORARY USES, CHAPTER 6: 
COMMUNITY DESIGN STANDARDS, CHAPTER 8: DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS, 
AND CHAPTER 9: SITE AND BUILDING DESIGN STANDARDS CONCERNING THE 
DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT was given first reading upon a motion by 
Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and unanimously approved. 
  The amendments will eliminate the Design Overlay District and merge some of 
its standards into the Zoning Ordinance as recommended by staff.  
  Leah Youngblood, Director, Planning & Development, presented the item to the 
City Council. 
 



  ORDINANCE TO AMEND APPENDIX A, FEE SCHEDULE, OF THE CODE OF 
THE CITY OF ROCK HILL CONCERNING ZONING FEES – First Reading 
  An Ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND APPENDIX A, FEE 
SCHEDULE, OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL CONCERNING ZONING 
FEES was given first reading upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was 
duly seconded and unanimously approved.  
  This ordinance establishes a fee in lieu of sidewalk installation as provided by the 
Zoning Ordinance. Staff recommended approval.   
  Leah Youngblood, Director, Planning & Development, presented the item to the 
City Council. 
   
  APPROVED PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION ON PETITION T-
2025-02 BY THE ROCK HILL CITY COUNCIL TO AMEND THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE AFFECTING CHAPTER 10: NONCONFORMITIES, IN RELATION TO 
NONCONFORMING SITES AND RESIDENTIAL-TO-COMMERCIAL CONVERSIONS 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved Planning Commission recommendation on petition T-
2025-02 by the Rock Hill City Council to amend the Zoning Ordinance affecting Chapter 
10: Nonconformities, in relation to nonconforming sites and residential-to-commercial 
conversions. 
  Staff propose to modify the zoning standards to allow small renovation and 
expansion projects to have no site correction requirements and to allow mid-size 
projects to have fewer site correction requirements than are currently required. The 
proposed changes also would lessen the sidewalk installation requirements for 
situations when a business is converting a residence to a commercial structure. The 
Planning Commission recommended approval by a vote of 6-0 (Nazeer absent). 
  Leah Youngblood, Director, Planning & Development, presented the item to the 
City Council. 
 
  ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROCK 
HILL CODE, CHAPTER 10: NONCONFORMITIES CONCERNING 
NONCONFORMING SITES AND RESIDENTIAL TO COMMERCIAL CONVERSIONS 
– First Reading  
  An Ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL CODE, CHAPTER 10: NONCONFORMITIES 
CONCERNING NONCONFORMING SITES AND RESIDENTIAL TO COMMERCIAL 
CONVERSIONS was given first reading upon a motion by Councilmember Reno, which 
was duly seconded and unanimously approved.  
  This ordinance will approve the amendments to the Zoning Ordinance as 
recommended by the Planning Commission.   
  Leah Youngblood, Director, Planning & Development, presented the item to the 
City Council. 
 
 
  APPROVED A DEVELOPMENT FEE INCENTIVE APPLICATION FOR THE 
STACKS AT EASLEY 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember Black, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved a Development Fee Incentive Application for The 
Stacks at Easley. 



  The Tuttle Company requests reimbursement of water meter set fees, 
water/sewer impact fees, fire impact fees and building permit fees paid to the City of 
Rock Hill in support of the development of 105 market rate apartment units at 397 
Technology Way. The project carries a $20.5 million investment. The project will be 
another component of the redevelopment of The Bleachery property. The fees 
requested for reimbursement are water meter set fees, $2,994; water/sewer impact 
fees, $82,175; fire impact fees, $57,330; and building permit fees, $40,278; for a total of 
$182,777. 
  Lisa Brown, Director, Economic & Urban Development, presented the item to the 
City Council.  
 
      
  ANNOUNCED SMARTSWITCH AND CUSTOMERCONNECT WINNERS 

Mayor Gettys announced Irabelle Love as the SmartSwitch winner and Randall 
Snipes as the CustomerConnect winner. Both were chosen at random by computer and 
each will receive a $50 credit on their next utility bill.   

 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Upon a motion by Councilmember K. Sutton, which was duly seconded and 

unanimously approved, the Council approved the following appointment to City Boards 
and Commissions. 

 
Tree Commission 
Sienna Borden, 762 Crest Street, to a term expiring January 30, 2027. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
There was no miscellaneous business. 
 
RETURNED TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
RETURNED TO REGULAR SESSION 

 Mayor Gettys reported that City Council met in executive session and that no 
action was taken. 
 

 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Minutes approved and adopted this _____ day of __________ 2025. 
 

 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Maddison P. Wilkerson, Municipal Clerk 


