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PUBLIC PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
Tuesday, March 3, 2026 | Glencairn Garden Learning Center 

12:00 PM 
 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Lawrence Brown, Jr., Bev Carroll, John Coleman, Pat Kennedy, Perry Sutton, Matt Watson and Toy Rhea 
ABSENT: Rene Brannan, Jacqueline Jones 
STAFF: Becky Adams, Rebekah Ardis, Andrea Barnette, Jesse Holliman, Brian Jones, Bryson Pugh, Mark Sexton and 

Katie Waszak 
 

CITIZENS’  
COMMENTS: None  
 

STAFF  
HIGHLIGHT: Bryson Pugh is a Recreation Coordinator I at Cherry Park, where he programs both softball and tackle 

football and assists with the baseball program. Bryson is from Rock Hill and grew up participating in the City 
of Rock Hill tackle football program. He graduated from Coastal Carolina University with a degree in 
Recreation and Sports Management.  

 

MINUTES: The February 3, 2026, meeting minutes were approved. Commissioner Coleman motioned to approve, with 
Commissioner Kennedy seconding. All were in favor.   

OLD 
BUSINESS:  Strategic Plan Update 

• Commission Chair Carroll notified the Commission that Commissioner Larry Erwin officially stepped down 
from his role. She then welcomed Perry Sutton, who is returning to the Commission after serving a term on 
the Rock Hill City Council.  

• Director Sexton informed the Commission that the department is in the midst of budget preparation. He 
elaborated on the budget requests, including two additional full-time staff members for Miracle Park, as it 
is currently expanding under Phase II. Additionally, the department has asked for an increased budget for 
seasonal staff. An issue paper will be submitted to evaluate pickleball options at the Bleachery Fieldhouse. 
Commissioner Carroll asked how programs were currently going at the facility. Mark explained that the 
facility currently has a limited number of users. He explained that this could be due to the facility being 
open only to city residents, as it is a leisurely activity; usage is not as high as expected. The issue paper will 
recommend the non-resident rates that the Commission previously approved on August 5, 2025. Mark 
notified the Commission of upcoming budget workshops, which will be held on April 16 and May 11. The 
first reading of the FY27 proposed budget will be presented at the May 26 City Council Meeting, and the 
second reading will be on June 22. Commissioner Sutton inquired about the usage data and rates for the 
Bleachery Fieldhouse. Staff notified the Commission that they would compile the information and share it 
via email. 

 

NEW 
BUSINESS: Director’s Report 

• The advisory committee’s 2026 Goals and 2025 Accomplishments were presented to the Commission. 
Commissioner Watson motioned to approve the goals and accomplishments, Commissioner Carroll 
seconded, and all were in favor.  

• Andrea Barnette, Recreation Division Superintendent, provided an update on spring registration numbers. 
Baseball participation is slightly down from the previous year, while registration for flag football, softball, 
and Miracle League registration has increased. For indoor athletics, registration is up for youth volleyball, 
and Emmett Scott will be hosting a spring basketball season for the first time. 

• Brian Jones, Tourism Sales/Indoor and Annex Division Superintendent, notified the Commission that a 
youth recreation wrestling program is in the works and will be held at the Rock Hill Sports & Event Center. 
The program will start in January 2027 and will be heavily instruction-based.  

• Andrea presented on the Spring Intercession Art & Adventure and Sports Camps. These camps featured 
daily options or the option to enroll for the entire week. Arts & Adventure camp had 10 unique 
participants, and Sports Camp 11, bringing the total for both to 21 unique campers over the week. 

<over> 
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 Parks Spotlight 

• Jesse highlighted the River Park Boardwalk project as the park’s spotlight. The boardwalk was damaged by 
Hurricane Helene, and assistance from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) helped fund 
the renovations and provided guidance on preventing future damage.  
 
Recreation Spotlight 

• Andrea highlighted the Special Olympics Bowling Tournament. Over 1,200 athletes participated in the 
program over multiple dates. She then highlighted the Books-A-Million event, which was held at McGirt 
Auditorium, that featured a speaking engagement by the California Governor.  

 
Tourism Spotlight 

• Brian highlighted the multiple tourism events hosted in January. Those events included cycling, dance, 
stage plays, soccer, and volleyball. The Show Me Reptiles event was hosted at the Bleachery Fieldhouse. 
Upcoming events include basketball and volleyball at the Rock Hill Sports & Event Center and Bleachery 
Fieldhouse, with cycling, flag football, soccer, and softball events that will be hosted at outdoor venues. 
Fewer events were hosted in February of 2026 compared to 2025, which explains the slight decrease in 
attendance and economic impact.  

 
CAPRA Accreditation Update 

• Katie Waszak, Senior Administrative Assistant, provided an update regarding CAPRA Accreditation. As of 
2026, there are now 222 accredited agencies across the country. South Carolina still has six accredited 
agencies. The 2026 CAPRA Annual Report is due on April 17. The department is preparing information on 
the five standards that will be evaluated, including the Marketing Plan, Social Media Regarding Staff Use, 
Community Education for Leisure Process, and the Accident and Incident Report Procedures. PRT continues 
to work to revise standards to align with the new 2027 standards. Katie reminded the Commission that 
CAPRA stands for the Commission for Accreditation of Park and Recreation Agencies. 
 
Community Partnership  

• The department has partnered with York Technical College to host a Robotics Program for high school 
students at Emmett Scott Recreation Center. Additionally, eight staff members volunteered at the Night 2 
Shine event hosted by Impact Church in the Team Room at the Rock Hill Sports & Event Center. 
 
Community Outreach 

• PRT staff and Rock Hill High School IB History students assisted with a clean-up project at Lincoln Memorial 
Cemetery, located off Flint Street.  

 
Advisory Committee Update 

• Commissioner Coleman provided an update regarding the Boyd Hill Advisory Committee. Mr. Coleman 
recently met the new staff liaison for the committee, Andre Marks. He will be attending the upcoming 
committee meeting that is scheduled in May.  

 

ADDITIONAL 
COMMENTS:  
 
 

EXECUTIVE 
SESSION:            N/A  
   

NEXT MEETING(S): April 7, 2026, at Glencairn Garden. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:12 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Katie Waszak 


