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PUBLIC PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
Tuesday, February 3, 2026 | Glencairn Garden Learning Center 

12:00 PM 
 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Rene Brannan, Lawrence Brown, Jr., Bev Carroll, John Coleman, Jacqueline Jones, Pat Kennedy, Matt 
Watson, Toy Rhea 

ABSENT: None 
STAFF: Becky Adams, Rebekah Ardis, Andrea Barnette, Laurie Helms, Jesse Holliman, Brian Jones, Caleb Ramsey, 

Mark Sexton and Katie Waszak 
 

CITIZENS’  
COMMENTS: Chip Hutchinson, local historian, presented on the Nation Ford Historical Park that has been lost to history. 

This former park site is located off Red River Road on City property, where the River Park trail begins by the 
railroad trestle. Chip proposed bringing the park back to preserve its history. He suggested potentially 
constructing a replica from the available 3D print of one of the original English cottages located on the land 
and using it as a visitor center. The Commission informed him that they will evaluate the possibility of 
restoring the park.  

 

STAFF  
HIGHLIGHT: Caleb Ramsey is a Grounds Maintenance Tech II at Cherry Park. Caleb was previously a seasonal employee 

and transitioned to full-time in 2024. Caleb is from Rock Hill. He is a former baseball player and enjoys 
assisting with field preparations for City programs and tournaments, and also volunteers as a coach in his 
free time. 

 

MINUTES: The January 6, 2026, meeting minutes were approved. Commissioner Coleman motioned to approve, with 
Commissioner Brannan seconding. All were in favor.   

OLD 
BUSINESS:  Strategic Plan Update 

• Director Sexton informed the Commission that the Strategic Plan Quarter 2 results were provided in the 
Commissioner’s information packets. He then turned it over to Senior Administrative Assistant Katie 
Waszak, who provided a walkthrough of how online program registration works. She explained the fee 
structure for each program and showed the Commission how the resident discount automatically applies to 
the participant's cart at checkout. Katie noted that residency status in the CivicRec registration software is 
GIS-correlated, and the addresses are pulled from the City database. Mark then informed the Commission 
that a public meeting was scheduled to assist residents with registration, explain the fee structure, and 
answer any questions or concerns the public may have.  

• Jesse Holliman, Parks Division Superintendent, provided an update on the Southside Regional Park. It is still 

in the planning phase. He shared the revised design for Phase I. The American Legion Field will have ample 

seating, with nearly 400 seats behind home plate and an additional 700 seats in the outfield. The Football 

Field will have 750 seats along with a grass hill for additional seating. On the other side, the park will 

feature four additional baseball fields in a clover shape. These fields can be used for baseball, softball, or 

football.  

• Mark elaborated on the development of the park. The department is waiting to receive funding from the 
Federal Government for construction to begin. Construction should take eighteen months to two years. 

NEW 
BUSINESS: Director’s Report 

• Commission Chair Carroll presented the Commission 2025 Accomplishments and 2026 Goals. 
Commissioner Watson motioned to approve, and Commissioner Brannan seconded the motion; all were in 
favor. Commissioner Carroll explained that the Commissioner's assignments to Advisory Committees are 
currently being evaluated. She reiterated that Commissioners should plan to attend some of the meetings 
of the committees they are assigned to and pay close attention to their goals. The nomination for the David 
Boone Advisory Award was presented to the Commission. Commissioner Watson motioned to approve the 
nomination, Commissioner Brannan seconded, and all were in favor. 

<over> 
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 Parks Spotlight 

• Jesse noted that Parks Division assisted with winter storm preparation and cleanup. The crew assisted with 
salting bus stops to allow routes to continue as needed. They also assisted around City Hall, the Police 
Department, and all park locations.  
 
Recreation Spotlight 

• Andrea Barnette, Recreation Division Superintendent, presented the recreation spotlight, noting that the 
ice rink concluded its season on January 19. She also highlighted the Lifelong Learning Kick-Off, held on 
January 20 at Emmett Scott Recreation Center.  

 
Tourism Spotlight 

• Brian Jones, Tourism Sales/Indoor and Annex Division Superintendent, highlighted the multiple tourism 
events hosted in January. Multiple volleyball events were held at the Rock Hill Sports & Event Center and 
the Bleachery Fieldhouse, as well as soccer tournaments at Manchester Meadows. Due to the inclement 
weather, some of the scheduled events were canceled. These events couldn’t be rescheduled because the 
facilities are fully booked for every upcoming weekend.  

 
Marketing Update 

• Laurie Helms, Marketing Coordinator, provided an update on local marketing efforts. Campaigns are 
currently underway for Pickleball and Tennis. The department is working to introduce new pickleball 
programs and memberships and retain and grow memberships at the Rock Hill Tennis Center. These 
programs are being highlighted on the City website, through eBulletins and through A-Frame signs located 
at parks. Laurie highlighted marketing survey results from Lifelong Learning and Youth School’s Out Fall 
Camps.  
 
Community Partnership  

• The department partnered with Neighborhood Services and Community Relations Council to host the 3rd 
Annual MLK Youth Symposium.  
 
Community Outreach 

• The Rock Hill Youth Council shopped for and donated items to Safe Passage for this year’s Community 
Service project. These supplies will support families displaced by domestic violence. 

 
Advisory Committee Update 

• Commissioner Brannan provided an update about the Fewell Park Advisory Committee.  

 

ADDITIONAL 
COMMENTS:  
 
 

EXECUTIVE 
SESSION:            Commissioner Watson motioned for the Commission to go into executive session at 1:19 PM, with 

Commissioner Coleman seconding; all were in favor. Executive session adjourned at 1:27 PM. 
 
   

NEXT MEETING(S): March 3, 2026, at Glencairn Garden. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:28 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Katie Waszak 


