
Council Chambers 
Regular Session 

Monday, May 11, 2026 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Upon a motion by Councilmember Sutton, the Council went into Executive 

Session to discuss eight matters. None of the matters were scheduled to appear on the 
agenda except for the last item. The Council discussed and received background 
information along with legal advice pertaining to a tax issue, a potential utilities contract, 
and an existing intergovernmental agreement; discussed background information and 
received privileged legal advice concerning contractual negotiations for the lease, sale, 
use or purchase of City owned properties near I-77; discussed background information 
and received privileged legal advice concerning two litigation matters, and discussed 
Council appointments to City Boards and Commissions.    

 
 

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE MEETING 
The Infrastructure Committee heard a presentation from Christopher Herrmann, 

Transportation Planner, Planning & Development. No action was taken. 
 

 
CITIZENS HEARING – 5:30 P.M. 
Andy Clinton, President & CEO, Visit York County, provided a presentation to the 

City Council.  
Members of the Juneteenth Board, President Stacey Anderson, Celebration 

Chair Sandra Oborokumo, Willie Ware, and Treasurer Seberina Myles addressed the 
City Council on the upcoming Juneteenth celebration. 

 
 
RETURNED TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 
REGULAR SESSION – 6:00 P.M.  

 Council met in Regular Session with Mayor Gettys, Mayor Pro Tem Black and 
Councilmembers Jackson, Lindsay, Sutton, and Vining. Also present were City Manager 
David Vehaun, Deputy City Manager Steven Gibson, Deputy City Manager Jimmy 
Bagley, City Attorney Paul Dillingham and Municipal Clerk Maddison P. Wilkerson. 
Assistant City Manager Deana Keever was not in attendance. No members of the 
media were in attendance.     
  
 RECOGNIZED INSIDE ROCK HILL GRADUATES 
 The City Council recognized the Spring 2026 Inside Rock Hill Graduates.  

The Spring 2026 Session of Inside Rock Hill (IRH) was the 44th session held. IRH 
is the City’s free 10-week civics course that covers all aspects of the City’s operations 
and gives citizens an inside look at how the City of Rock Hill operates. Twenty-six (26) 
citizens completed the course this session for a total of 990 graduates. 

The graduates this session were Renee Alexander, Annette Anderson, Lem 
Anderson, Ann Marie Blackmon, Anna Cathcart, Joyce Cherry, Carol Clark, Don 



Dickson, Charlie Dunham, Jr., Sunny Hodge, Gwen McMillan, Laura Milani, Josephine 
Pearson, Nikki Perlowich, Christine Schwartz, Eva Simpson, Candace Thompson, Linda 
Warner, and Marlene Williamson. Honor graduates were Dave Cole, Sharon Cole, 
Cynthia Hunt, Sarah Lewis, Celeste Prange, Gregg Prange, and Charles Schwartz.   

Leslie Galvez, Community Engagement Coordinator, Neighborhood Services, 
presented the item to the City Council.  

 
 RECOGNIZED MAY 10-16, 2026 AS NATIONAL POLICE WEEK AND 
PROCLAIMED MAY 15, 2026 AS NATIONAL PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL DAY 
 Upon a motion by Councilmember Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, the City Council recognized May 10-16, 2026 as National Police 
Week and proclaimed May 15, 2026 as National Peace Officers Memorial Day.  

May 15 has been designated as National Peace Officers Memorial Day by the 
President and Congress. The proclamation recognizes those law enforcement officers 
who have made the ultimate sacrifice in service to their community or have become 
disabled in the performance of duty, and to honor those law enforcement officers 
presently serving our community. 

Lieutenant Michael Chavis, Police, presented the item to the City Council. 
 
PROCLAIMED MAY 18-24, 2026 AS NATIONAL PUBLIC WORKS WEEK 
Upon a motion by Councilmember Sutton, which was duly seconded and 

unanimously approved, the City Council proclaimed May 18-24, 2026 as National Public 
Works Week. 

National Public Works Week was created to honor the contributions Public Works 
makes to the community in planning, building, managing, and operating sustainable and 
resilient communities. 

Bryan McDaniel, Public Works Administrator, Public Works, presented the item to 
the City Council. 

 
  
  MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION OF APRIL 27, 2026 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved the minutes of the Regular Session of April 27, 2026. 
 
 
  ORDINANCE FOR ABANDONMENT OF STORMWATER AND DRAINAGE 
RIGHTS OF WAY AND EASEMENTS ON PROPERTY LOCATED ON PLATH TOP 
ROAD IN THE CITY OF ROCK HILL – First Reading 
  An ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE FOR ABANDONMENT OF 
STORMWATER AND DRAINAGE RIGHTS OF WAY AND EASEMENTS ON 
PROPERTY LOCATED ON PLATH TOP ROAD IN THE CITY OF ROCK HILL was 
given first reading upon a motion by Councilmember Sutton, which was duly seconded 
and unanimously approved.  
  During the development of Plath Top Road, private stormwater lines were 
constructed and the easements for these were obtained along with the water, sewer, 
electric, communication, and access easements. As the stormwater lines are privately 
owned and maintained, the City needs to abandon these easements, but will retain the 
water, sewer, electric, communication, and access easements. The City Attorney and 
staff recommended approval.  



  Paul Dillingham, City Attorney, presented the item to the City Council.  
 
 
  APPROVED PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION ON PETITION 
M-2026-04 BY TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH (PERRY SUTTON) TO REZONE 
APPROXIMATELY 1.90 ACRES INCLUDING RIGHT-OF-WAY AT 802, 816, 818, 820, 
822, AND 822 ½ CRAWFORD ROAD, AND 815 TAYLOR STREET FROM SINGLE-
FAMILY RESIDENTIAL-4 (SF-4) AND NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL (NC) TO 
OFFICE AND INSTITUTIONAL (OI). TAX PARCELS 600-14-01-004 TO -009 AND 
600-14-01-011 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved Planning Commission recommendation on petition M-
2026-04 by Trinity Baptist Church (Perry Sutton) to rezone approximately 1.90 acres 
including right-of-way at 802, 816, 818, 820, 822, and 822 ½ Crawford Road, and 815 
Taylor Street from Single-Family Residential-4 (SF-4) and Neighborhood Commercial 
(NC) to Office and Institutional (OI). Tax Parcels 600-14-01-004 to -009 and 600-14-01-
011. 
  Trinity Baptist Church is requesting rezoning to facilitate combining all of the 
church-owned properties to a single zoning district. Office and Institutional (OI) zoning is 
the most appropriate zoning district for church uses. The Planning Commission 
recommended approval of the rezoning at their May 5, 2026 meeting by a vote of 6-0 
(Loney absent). 
  Shana Marshburn, Planner III, Planning & Development, presented the item to 
the City Council. 
 
  ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROCK 
HILL CODE BY MAKING CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 
AFFECTING APPROXIMATELY 1.9 ACRES LOCATED ON CRAWFORD ROAD 
FROM NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL (NC) AND SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL-
4 (SF-4) TO OFFICE AND INSTITUTIONAL – First Reading 
  An ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL CODE BY MAKING CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE 
OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AFFECTING APPROXIMATELY 1.9 ACRES LOCATED ON 
CRAWFORD ROAD FROM NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL (NC) AND SINGLE 
FAMILY RESIDENTIAL-4 (SF-4) TO OFFICE AND INSTITUTIONAL was given first 
reading upon a motion by Councilmember Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved. 
  This ordinance will enact the OI zoning for the properties located at 802, 816, 
818, 820, 822, and 822 ½ Crawford Road, and 815 Taylor Street as recommended by 
the Planning Commission. 
  Shana Marshburn, Planner III, Planning & Development, presented the item to 
the City Council.  
 
  APPROVED PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION ON PETITION T-
2026-01 BY THE ROCK HILL CITY MANAGER TO AMEND THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE STANDARDS RELATED TO CHAPTER 4: PRIMARY USES, TO 
REMOVE THE FLEX SPACE USE AS AN ALLOWED USE WITHIN THE GENERAL 
COMMERCIAL (GC) ZONING DISTRICT 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember Sutton, which was duly seconded and 



unanimously approved, approved Planning Commission recommendation on petition T-
2026-01 by the Rock Hill City Manager to amend the Zoning Ordinance standards 
related to Chapter 4: Primary Uses, to remove the Flex Space use as an allowed use 
within the General Commercial (GC) zoning district. 
  Staff recommended the removal of Flex Space as an allowed industrial use type 
in the General Commercial (GC) zoning district as the City progresses towards phasing 
out the GC zoning district. Users wishing to locate a Flex Space type use in the GC 
zoning district would be required to rezone the property to a more suitable zoning 
district that would allow this type of use. The Planning Commission recommended 
approval at their May 5, 2026 meeting by a vote of 6-0 (Loney absent). 
  Dennis Fields, Development & Zoning Manager, Planning & Development, 
presented the item to the City Council.  
 
  ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROCK 
HILL CODE, CHAPTER 4: LAND USE: PRIMARY USES, CONCERNING FLEX 
SPACE USES – First Reading   
  An ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL CODE, CHAPTER 4: LAND USE: PRIMARY USES, 
CONCERNING FLEX SPACE USES was given first reading upon a motion by 
Councilmember Sutton, which was duly seconded and unanimously approved. 
  This ordinance will enact the amendments to the Zoning Ordinance as 
recommended by the Planning Commission.  
  Dennis Fields, Development & Zoning Manager, Planning & Development, 
presented the item to the City Council.  
  
  APPROVED PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION ON PETITION T-
2026-02 BY THE ROCK HILL CITY MANAGER TO AMEND THE ZONING 
ORDINANCE STANDARDS RELATED TO CHAPTER 4: PRIMARY USES, TO 
CREATE STANDARDS FOR THC PRODUCT SALES 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved Planning Commission recommendation on petition T-
2026-02 by the Rock Hill City Manager to amend the Zoning Ordinance standards 
related to Chapter 4: Primary Uses, to create standards for THC Product Sales. 
  Staff recommended amendments to the Zoning Ordinance that would create a 
THC Product Sales use type and use-specific standards for businesses that 
predominantly sell THC products, such as dispensaries. The proposed changes include 
development size and separation requirements. The Planning Commission 
recommended approval of the amendments at their May 5, 2026 meeting by a vote of 5-
1 (Yates opposed; Loney absent). 
  Dennis Fields, Development & Zoning Manager, Planning & Development, 
presented the item to the City Council.  
 
  ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROCK 
HILL CODE, CHAPTER 4: LAND USE: PRIMARY USES, CONCERNING THC 
PRODUCT SALES – First Reading 
  An ordinance entitled AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF ROCK HILL CODE, CHAPTER 4: LAND USE: PRIMARY USES, 
CONCERNING THC PRODUCT SALES was given first reading upon a motion by 
Councilmember Sutton, which was duly seconded and unanimously approved. 



  This ordinance will enact the amendments to the Zoning Ordinance as 
recommended by the Planning Commission. 
  Dennis Fields, Development & Zoning Manager, Planning & Development, 
presented the item to the City Council.  
 
 
  DEFERRED A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ROCK HILL FOR THE CLOSING OF A PORTION OF NEPTUNE DRIVE TO 
VEHICULAR AND PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC  
  Upon a motion by Councilmember Sutton, which was duly seconded and 
approved, deferred a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Rock Hill for the 
closing of a portion of Neptune Drive to vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 
  The existing road right of way was originally designed to connect Neptune Drive 
with Galleria Boulevard. As the right of way goes through undevelopable wetlands and 
floodplain, construction of the proposed road was too difficult and costly to complete. 
Therefore, the property owner is requesting an abandonment for future development 
Staff recommended approval.  
  Jimmy Bagley, Deputy City Manager, presented the item to the City Council.  
 
   
  APPROVED FINAL FUNDING ALLOCATIONS FOR THE 2026-2027 CDBG 
PROGRAM YEAR 
  Upon a motion by Councilmember Vining, which was duly seconded and 
unanimously approved, approved final funding allocations for the 2026-2027 CDBG 
Program Year. 
  The City received its final allocation of $505,772 for the 2026-2027 program year. 
Based on the allocation amount the proposed projects to receive funding were provided 
for Council’s review and input. No changes were made since the initial allocation 
proposal. City staff held a public meeting and public comment for the proposed funding 
year. No comments were received during this time. Staff recommended approval.  
  Corinne Sferrazza, Housing & Community Development Manager, City 
Management, presented the item to the City Council.   
   
        
  ANNOUNCED SMARTSWITCH AND CUSTOMERCONNECT WINNERS 

Mayor Gettys announced Linda Anne Gill as the SmartSwitch winner and Cynthia 
M. Tadlock as the CustomerConnect winner. Both were chosen at random by computer 
and each will receive a $50 credit on their next utility bill.   

 
 

CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Upon a motion by Councilmember Sutton, which was duly seconded and 

unanimously approved, the Council approved the following appointment to City Boards 
and Commissions. 

 
Rock Hill Board of Historic Review  
Jana Jeanette, 914 Sebring Drive #301, to a term expiring July 1, 2029. 
Ashley Harper Barron, 222 College Avenue, to a term expiring July 1, 2029. 
William Drennan, 685 Hicklin Drive, to a term expiring July 1, 2029. 



 
Stormwater Advisory Board 
Derrick Williams, 305 Rosemore Place, to a term expiring July 22, 2029. 
Renee Burt, City Representative, to a term expiring July 22, 2029. 
 
Airport Commission 
Colonel Robert Burton, 1137 Torrington Circle, to a term expiring August 1, 2029. 
Timothy Gause, 515 Queensbridge Court, to a term expiring August 1, 2029. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
Councilmember Sutton expressed concern over traffic issues on Celanese Road 

as result of a new coffee shop opening. City Manager David Vehaun stated the City will 
address these concerns with several departments.  

  
RETURNED TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
RETURNED TO REGULAR SESSION 

 Mayor Gettys reported that City Council met in executive session and that no 
action was taken. 
 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Minutes approved and adopted this _____ day of __________ 2026. 
 

 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Maddison P. Wilkerson, Municipal Clerk 


