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PUBLIC PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
Tuesday, April 7, 2026 | Glencairn Garden Learning Center 

12:00 PM 
 

MINUTES 
 

PRESENT: Lawrence Brown, Jr., Bev Carroll, John Coleman, Jacqueline Jones, Pat Kennedy, Perry Sutton and Matt 
Watson  

ABSENT: Rene Brannan, Toy Rhea 
STAFF: Rebekah Ardis, Andrea Barnette, Jesse Holliman, Brian Jones, Sara King and Katie Waszak 
 

CITIZENS’  
COMMENTS: None  
 

STAFF  
HIGHLIGHT: Sara King is the Tourism Sales Coordinator I, focusing on weekday tourism and building brand awareness 

for the department. Sara is from the Midwest but has resided in the area for over six years. She was 
previously a florist in event sales.  

 

MINUTES: The March 3, 2026, meeting minutes were approved. Commissioner Sutton motioned to approve, with 
Commissioner Watson seconding. All were in favor.   

OLD 
BUSINESS:  Strategic Plan Update 

• Andrea Barnette, Recreation Division Superintendent, notified the Commission that budget workshops will 
be held on April 9 and May 11. The first reading of the FY27 budget will be on May 26 at the City Council 
Meeting, and the second reading will be on June 22. During the April 9 meeting, PRT will address the 
requested park hours reduction. This proposed request is to adjust all parks to close at 9 PM. They are 
currently open until 11 PM. Reducing hours would save on staff costs and potentially alleviate some of the 
issues that occur after 9 PM. Events and programs can go on past 9 PM. When those are not going on, the 
park would close at 9 PM if the recommendation is approved. Program participation numbers have been 
provided to City Management to evaluate the impact of the adjusted fee structure as a result of the loss of 
recreation funding from York County. 

NEW 
BUSINESS: Director’s Report 

• Andrea informed the Commission that all special event applications have been received for 2027. These 
applications must be submitted by March 31 annually. Event applications are only needed if the event 
requests a road closure. Five applications were received this year. Commission Chair Carroll questioned 
how this impacted annual events such as Come-See-Me and ChristmasVille and all Old Town events. 
Andrea noted that those events are grandfathered in, and they do not need to submit a new application 
each year.  
 

 Parks Spotlight 

• Jesse Holliman, Parks Division Superintendent, highlighted the revitalization of Spring flowers. The 
department ordered the plants through WinthropLIFE (Learning is for Everyone), a program that offers 
postsecondary education opportunities for students with intellectual disabilities. Winter plants will be 
replaced with the Spring plants at multiple locations, including Cherry Park, Manchester Meadows and 
Miracle Park. 
  
Recreation Spotlight 

• Andrea highlighted the Old Town St. Patrick’s Day Festival that was hosted on Saturday, March 14. She then 
noted that the Rock Hill High School Football team supported the PRT Spring Flag Football Participants by 
showing up to cheer on the athletes during their games. Commissioners discussed the growth of flag 
football and noted that the school system now features women's flag football for some middle and high 
schools in Rock Hill. The PRT youth program is co-ed and open to all. Andrea then explained that PRT 
hosted the Annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner on Tuesday, March 24, at the Rock Hill Sports & Event 
Center to thank volunteers for their dedication and service over the course of the year. More than 250  
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volunteers attended the dinner. Additionally, Andrea featured the inaugural Adaptive Egg Hunt that was 
hosted at Miracle Park on March 31. The hunt featured accommodations such as beeper eggs, raised eggs 
on safety cones, and a buddy system for those hunting eggs.  

 
Tourism Spotlight 

• Brian highlighted the multiple tourism events hosted in March. Events included the BMX Carolina Nationals, 
hosted March 27 through 29 at the Rock Hill BMX Supercross Track; USA Volleyball Palmetto Regionals at 
the Rock Hill Sports & Event Center and Bleachery Fieldhouse; and a DPL soccer event hosted at 
Manchester Meadows for the first time. Upcoming events include basketball, flag football, lacrosse, soccer, 
adult and youth softball, volleyball and cycling events at the BMX track and Criterium Course.  Additional 
events include a South Carolina Law Summit and dance competitions at McGirt Auditorium. Economic 
impact is up from March 2025 due to four additional events being hosted in March 2026. Brian explained 
that the year-over-year economic impact is down compared to where it was at this time last year. This is 
due to multiple variables, including inclement weather, previously hosting one-time events that move 
locations each year, and the way the calendar fell last year. 

 
Community Partnership  

• Andrea featured Miracle Mondays for the Community Partnership report. During the spring 2026 season, 
the Northwestern High School Baseball team featured Miracle Monday, where all Miracle League athletes 
are invited to attend the home baseball games for free. A Miracle League athlete threw the first pitch at 
one of the games, and the athletes were announced at the start of the game on March 30.  
 
Community Outreach 

• PRT staff have been busy attending Job, Resource, and Career Fairs. Sydney Munn and Laurie Helms have 
attended a combined 14 events over the last two months. 

 
Advisory Committee Update 

• Commissioner Coleman provided information regarding the Therapeutic Recreation Advisory Committee. 
He provided Commissioners with a list of all the programs that Therapeutic Recreation offers or 
participates in. In addition, Andrea informed the Commission that the department is purchasing equipment 
for adaptive rock climbing.  

 

ADDITIONAL 
COMMENTS: Important upcoming dates were shared with the Commission. This included Come-See-Me April 16 

through 25, Area 11 Special Olympics on April 17 and the Miracle Park Phase II Celebration event on 
April 17. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE 
SESSION:            N/A  
   

NEXT MEETING(S): May 5, 2026, at Glencairn Garden. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:12 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Katie Waszak 
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