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MINUTES

Lawrence Brown, Jr., John Coleman, Rodger Culbreath, Jacqueline Jones, Toy Rhea

Rene Brannan, Bev Carroll, Larry Erwin, Matt Watson

Becky Adams, Andrea Barnette, Laurie Helms, Jesse Holliman, Brian Jones, Craig Guszkowski, and Katie
Waszak

None

Craig Guszkowski is a Building & Park Maintenance Tech |. He has worked for Parks, Recreation and Tourism
since May 2025 after moving to South Carolina from New Jersey. Craig has a background in construction
and property maintenance. Craig and his wife reside in Rock Hill with their animals, two dogs and two birds.

The September 2, 2025, meeting minutes were approved. Commissioner Coleman motioned to approve,
with Commissioner Culbreath seconding. All were in favor.

Strategic Plan Update

Jesse Holliman, Parks Division Superintendent, provided an update on the Emmett Scott renovations. The
gymnasium floor has been installed, and the crawl space will be encapsulated in October, along with the
installation of a humidifier to protect the new floors. Commissioner Rhea asked how frequently the Boyd
Hill Gymnasium was being utilized. Director Sexton explained that it was regularly used for line dancing
classes, a youth basketball program, and more. Outside the facility, the basketball and tennis/pickleball
court paving is underway and expected to be completed within the next few weeks. Southside Regional
Park is currently still in the design phase. Meetings to discuss concessions, IT, and other needs at the new
facility will take place next week.

Brian Jones, Tourism Sales/Indoor and Annex Division Superintendent, provided an update on the
Bleachery Fieldhouse. The gym floor has been installed, and a sign has been posted at the front of the
facility. The facility's grand opening event will be held in December; the date and time will be announced
soon. Pickleball registration is currently open for monthly and yearly memberships.

Director’s Report

Director Sexton presented the Aquatics & Summer Camp Report. It featured a three-year comparison of
multiple programs. Mark explained that some programs have a non-city fee attached as of July 1, 2025.
Most of these programs have either retained the same number of participants or slightly increased.
Lifelong Learning registration increased from Fall 2024 to Fall 2025. Some additional classes were offered in
the Fall 2025 semester; however, even with the new fee structure, participation was up. Mark explained
that other municipalities in York County now follow a similar fee structure. The Rock Hill Parks Foundation
donated $10,000 to the financial assistance program to help offset the costs for those in need. For Fall 2025
registration, 24 scholarships were issued. Commissioner Brown suggested requiring all documentation
needed to participate in a program, such as proof of residency or a birth certificate, to be presented at the
time of registration. It can be problematic to obtain the information after the registration has occurred.

Parks Spotlight
Jesse presented the completed Armory Park improvements. The improvements included a new basketball

court, swings, playground, challenge course, turf multipurpose field, resurfaced and extended walking loop,
as well as a new shelter. Mark noted that the City of Rock Hill PRT Department was the first to complete a
project in South Carolina with the use of federal funding through the Outdoor Recreation Legacy
Partnership Grants Program (ORLP). The reopening event had over 300 people in attendance. A shoutout
was given to Jesse Holliman and all PRT staff for their efforts in making the event possible.

<over>
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Recreation Spotlight

Andrea Barnette, Recreation Division Superintendent, presented the recreation spotlight. A stage play,
“Know Your Worth,” was held at McGirt Auditorium. She then highlighted the Moonlight Kayak trips; the
last one for the season was held on October 7. The Therapeutic Recreation Horseback Riding program was
held at Anne Springs Close Greenway. The Rock Hill Parks Foundation sponsored the Therapeutic
Recreation Charleston Photography Trip. Some of the photos taken on that trip will be available to
purchase at TAP Into the Arts on November 18. A group of more than 30 seniors took a trip out west to see
Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks. Staff member, Donna Smarr, accompanied the group and
received many thanks for her efforts in making the trip memorable and for her assistance in responding to
a medical emergency. Burt Campbell represented Rock Hill Miracle League at the Miracle League All-Star
Games held in St. Louis, Missouri.

Tourism Spotlight

Brian noted sporting events held during September, including softball, soccer and volleyball. He then
highlighted a Hot Tub Expo held in the Championship Arena at the Sports & Event Center. This event
showcased the versatility of the facility. Brian then presented the upcoming events, including an ACL
Regional, the Pan American Table Tennis Championship, as well as basketball, softball, Mixed Martial Arts,
and a Show Me Reptiles event. Brian explained that there was one less weekend in September 2025
compared to 2024, leading to fewer tourism events being held. Due to fewer events, overall room nights
sold and estimated direct economic impact are down.

Marketing Spotlight

Laurie Helms, Marketing Coordinator, presented the results of the department’s ad campaign. The
campaign was comprised of digital and radio ads. It featured two topics each month, such as sports
registration, classes, trips, cycling and summer camps. A new landing page was built on the City website to
receive those who clicked on links or searched for what they heard on the radio ads. This page was the
fourth most-visited PRT webpage from February through July. Laurie then discussed the marketing reach of
the department. People are being reached through presentations, tables at community events, eBulletins,
social media and news stories. New marketing initiatives include focusing on Tennis and Pickleball, sending
an upcoming event bulletin through CivicRec, increasing signage at facilities, new rack cards, conducting
surveys and a new digital campaign that is in the planning phase.

Community Partnership
The Comporium Pioneer Club hosted the Fall Miracle League’s Meet the Team Dinner. With adults and
youth, the fall season has nearly 180 participants.

Community Qutreach

Staff members Terry Hagen and Jon Shea hosted a ‘Homer Take Over Day’ at local business Domtar, where
they presented on Miracle League. As a result of this presentation, over 30 Domtar employees attended
volunteer training and helped at Opening Night.

Advisory Committee Update

Commissioner Coleman presented on the Boyd Hill Advisory Committee trip to the Levine Senior Center in
Matthews, North Carolina, where staff and committee members were able to see how the center operates
and come up with great ideas for senior programs in Rock Hill.

A shoutout was given to Councilman Lindsay and Councilman Sutton for surprising staff by grilling and
feeding staff and attendees during the Armory Park Reopening Celebration. It was announced that Rock
Hill will host the 2027 Miracle League All-Star Weekend.

N/A

NEXT MEETING(S): November 4, 2025, at Glencairn Garden Learning Center.

ADJOURNMENT: Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:10 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Katie Waszak
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