ROCKHILL
SOUTH CAROLINA Board of Historic Review Minutes

April 2, 2026

A public hearing of the Rock Hill Board of Historic Review was held on Thursday, April 2,
2026, at 6 p.m. in City Council Chambers, 155 Johnston Street, Rock Hill SC.

MEMBERS PRESENT  Ashley Barron, William Drennan, Martin Goode, Michael
James, Jana Jeanette

MEMBERS ABSENT Marcio Hale and Ellen Johnson
STAFF PRESENT Amy Britz, Dennis Fields, and Ainsley Ellis

1. Call to Order

Chair Michael James called the meeting to order at 6 p.m.
2. Recite the Pledge of Allegiance
3. Approval of minutes of December 4, 2025, meeting.

Mr. Martin Goode made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted. Ms. Jana
Jeanette seconded, and the motion carried by a vote of 5-0 (Hale and Johnson
absent).

4. Public Hearing Items

a. Hold public hearing on petition H-2026-01 to consider a Certificate of
Appropriateness request for a new single-family home at 315 Hampton
Street by PS Builders, Inc. (Joe Sprouse). This property is part of the
Marion Street Historic District. Tax Parcel 600-04-01-010.

Amy Britz, Planner |, presented the staff report.

Ms. Ashley Barron asked for clarification on what would be encroaching into
the adjacent property, as shown on the site plan. Ms. Britz said the gravel
from the adjacent lot encroaches a bit into the proposed property, but it
should be an easy fix.

Chair James opened the floor to the applicant. The applicant was not
present.

Chair James opened the floor for public comment.

Elyse Harper, 207 Marion Street, noted she has spent thousands of dollars
repairing damage from the trees at 315 Hampton Street. She was
concerned about a tree on the edge of 315 Hampton Street, that may fall
onto her shed if the ground were disturbed. Ms. Britz said the heritage trees
would only be removed if they were deemed to be not in a good state by
our landscape reviewer or City Forester. Ms. Britz then offered Mr.
Sprouse’s contact information to Ms. Harper. Ms. Harper said she had been
emailing back and forth with the applicant, but she was worried about the
mentioned tree.
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Ms. Jeanette stated she did not believe the trees were in the Board’s
purview. Ms. Harper stated the trees were not in the Board’s purview, but
she did not know who else to speak to.

Mr. Dennis Fields, Development and Zoning Manager, clarified the
applicant is allowed to clear trees other than the heritage trees after the
house permit is approved. He noted the City does have regulations when
putting in a new development the applicant must have a certain amount of
landscape in the front included in the plans. Mr. Fields stated the heritage
trees are favored due to their large diameter. He also stated the removal of
the trees would be more of a civil matter between the applicant and Ms.
Harper.

Ms. Jeanette suggested Ms. Harper have a lawyer send the applicant a
letter. Ms. Harper stated her husband is a lawyer and this has been an
ongoing issue. She said an arborist has deemed the mentioned tree
“healthy”, but it is leaning so much that it is concerning.

Mr. Fields said since there will already be a crew out there to clear the trees,
she can ask the applicant to have the tree moved as well.

Ms. Britz stated they could split the cost if Ms. Harper is more worried about
the tree than the applicant is.

Chair James asked the Board on whether they would like to discuss the
additional stipulations about the materials used.

Ms. Barron stated she would have liked to ask the applicant whether they
would consider brick rather than stone, because stone seemed more
modern, but the applicant was not present.

Ms. Barron made a motion to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness
request for a new single-family home at 315 Hampton Street. The motion
was seconded by Ms. Jeanette. The motion was approved by a vote of 5-
0 (Hale and Johnson absent).

5. OTHER BUSINESS
a. Certificates of Appropriateness administratively issued by staff.
b. Continuing Education

Staff provided the Board members with upcoming Continuing Education
opportunities.

6. Adjourn.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:24 p.m.
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